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E write on the Eve of the New Year, and casting our 

mind for a few minutes on the past troublous twelve 

months, with its frustrations and inconsistencies, yet with 
its many efforts towards a brighter and more coherent fuel 
picture, we can only hope that a measure of reward will meet these 
efforts and that 1948 will be less sorry than 1947 and will not 
be so highly charged with hysteria and misgiving. For the Gas 
Industry the early months of 1947 were fraught with lively con- 
cern as to the maintenance of gas supply. The year started with 
coal stecks held by gas undertakings inadequate for a normal 
winter—and we had a cold spell the severity of which had not 
been paralleled for half-a-century. Valiant efforts were made to 
transport coal to gas-works and electricity stations, and—thanks 
not only to human effort but also to scientific aids such as radar 
—the results.were good. But there were times when the pros- 
pects of maintaining gas supply were problematical, and had it 
not been for the ingenuity of gas engineers in using oil success- 
fully for gasification, and for the flexibility of the gas-making 
process in general, supply would have failed. The fact that it 
did not is high tribute to the Industry. Pressures were reduced, 
but disaster was averted. Experience during these early months 
focussed as never before attention on the fuel problem as a 
whole, and the fact was brought out that at present gas and 
electricity cannot be expected to meet peak heating demands of 
such prolonged magnitude. It was during this period that the 
Government, without constitutional authority, disallowed the 
publication of weekly periodicals. We had to omit the issues 
which would have appeared on February 19 and 26—the second 
time in 98 years that the “ JourNaL” had failed to keep its ap- 
pointment. The first was during the General Strike of 1926. 

We have said that the fuel crisis and the severe cold focussed 
attention on the fuel problem. Throughout the year, in fact, 
there has been plenty of thought on this; many words have been 
spoken and many plans have been published—among them, amid 
the summer sunshine, a report of the Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee on Coal Utilization, which report said little about gas 
and the carbonizing process, but a great deal about electricity, 
which industry had previously been given “supreme priority” of 
coal supply. The spirit of goodwill abounds, or should abound, 
at the moment of writing, and the electricians are entitled to some 
sympathy for they are overwhelmed with the domestic heating 
load, which has turned out to be an on-peak load. On the other 
hand, they encouraged it themselves. They celebrated the end 
of the war by proceeding to sell 2 million new electric fires. The 
sale continues, for, compared with other appliances using refined 
fuel, they are inexpensive in spite of an extremely heavy pur- 
chase tax. This is a most illogical tax. 
was imposed on all gas appliances. Shortly afterwards cookers 
were exempted. Nothing was done about fires and water heaters. 
In the Interim Budget in November the tax was raised to 75%. 
On account of first cost the tax in its effect discriminates between 
gas and electricity, favouring the low priced electric appliance. 
In our view the tax is not acting in the national interest. 

_Fuel restrictions imposed from May 5 to the end of October 
did not diminish interest in the fuel problem. Fortunately the 


In April a tax of 663% . 


summer was kind. During these halcyon months the subject of 
the cleavage between the coke oven industry and the gas industry 
was discussed. The coke ovens are nationalized; it has been 
promised that the gas industry will be nationalized. In the 
meantime coke ovens supply more than 12% of the gas distributed 
to home and industry—a supply which could be very largely in- 
creased. Gas undertakings taking coke oven gas cannot control the 
coke oven supply, which is under the National Coal Board. This 
is an inconsistency of 1947. Plans and reports put forward all 
make suggestions pointing in the same direction—that we must 
use our coal to better advantage—and they show clearly that 
the existing capacity of the carbonizing industries is wholly in- 
adequate. One of the plans advanced towards the close of the 
year—an “individual” plan calls for an expansion of the coal 
carbonizing industry to four times its present size within 10 
years. Above all, in this regard, 1947 has sounded the clarion 
call for co-ordinated action towards better fuel usage. 

Uppermost has been the question of nationalization of the Gas 
Industry. In October the Government’s intention was announced 
—to introduce during the present session of Parliament a Bill 
to bring gas under State ownership. This all-important matter 
is discussed relevantly and in considerable detail later. Under 
private ownership the Gas Industry, it may be said in all truth, 
has faced during the past 12 months difficulties wholly out of 
the ordinary. It has faced them with courage and has overcome 
them. The full force of the machinery of private enterprise. 
developed through a century and a quarter, has been brought to 
bear in fulfilling the requirements of a public service. In what 
measure each of the various organizations comprising the British 
Gas Industry at December 31 has helped during the past twelve 
months is recorded dispassionately and objectively in our “ con- 
cise history of 1947” which follows. 


BRITISH GAS COUNCIL 


LANDMARK in the history of Gas Industry organization 
was reached in the middle of 1947 when the 34-year-old 
British Commercial Gas Association and the 29-year-old 
National Gas Council of Great Britain. and Ireland were formally 
liquidated and their assets and liabilities were taken over by the 
British Gas Council, inaugurated as a co-ordinating body early 
in 1945 and incorporated a little over a vear ago for the 
specific purpose of merging the two organizations. The second 
ordinary general meeting of the British Gas Council was pre- 
ceded by the final meetings of the two older institutions, at 
which the routine business of passing liquidatian resolutions was 
witnessed by some of those who had a generation or more earlier 
attended the formation of those bodies. It was fitting that the 
“funeral” orations should bear testimony to the foundations 
laid by men like Sir David Milne-Watson and Sir Francis 
Goodenough—men of vision who recognized the need for such 
organizations but did not live long enough to see fusion brought 
to fruition. 
Acting on medical advice, Mr. A. E. Sylvester had resigned 
as Chairman of the Council early in the year, and in recognition 
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of his services he was elected President. He was succeeded 
as Chairman by Colonel H. C. Smith, who at the June meeting 
was able to announce that but for the fact that the Council had 
not yet secured the services of all the necessary officers and 
specialized staff, the transition was now complete and the British 
Gas Council had become the recognized mouthpiece of the 
Industry. On the basis of gas output it represents 95% of the 
entire Gas Industry of the United Kingdom (company and 
municipal) and includes 45 undertakings not previously enrolled 
as members. The new constitution provides for the representa- 
tion of each member undertaking on its District Board, which 
by ballot elects a District Executive Committee and its members 
on the Central Board, which by ballot elects an Executive Com- 
mittee representative of all Districts. Under the new regime the 
Council lost the services, by retirement, of Colonel Sholto S. 
Ogilvie and Mr. E. J. Fottrell, for many years Joint Managers 
of the National Gas Council, to whom well-merited presentations 
were made at the annual meeting. 

The present officers of the Council are: J. R. W. Alexander, 
General Manager; T. B. Scott, Secretary; C. A. Smith, Accoun- 
tant; L. F. Stemp, Legal Officer; R. S: Hinder, Press Officer; 
P. J. Lucas, Films Officer; C. Warrenne, Exhibitions Officer: 
Brian Hill, Publications Officer; Mrs. Eileen Murphy, Home 
Service Officer; W. D. Elson, Production Officer; and R. R. 
Hedley, Coal Officer. 


NATIONALIZATION 


NTIL the definite announcement was made in the King’s 
Speech in October that a Bill would be introduced in the 
present session of Parliament to bring the Gas Industry 
under public ownership in completion of the plan for the co- 
ordination of the fuel and power industries, nationalization 


remained more or less in the air, though the British Gas Council, 
in accordance with the mandate it had received last year from 
member undertakings, had devoted a great deal of attention to it. 
The Industry in 1946 had declared that it was “not in favour 
of the principle of nationalization” and was “not prepared to 
collaborate to bring such nationalization about”; but that, if 
nationalization was to be effected anyhow, it was prepared to 


“co-operate with the Ministry of Fuel and Power in the detailed 
implementation of the Government’s proposals so as to ensure 
that the nationalized structure and organization of the Gas 
Industry are such as to maintain an efficient and economic gas 
service to the public.” 

The Council accordingly accepted the invitation of the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power to set up a Joint Consultative Committee of 
the Ministry and the Council to consult with the Department, 
without prejudice to the freedom of action of the Council to 
oppose the principle of the nationalization of the Gas Industry, 
as to the detailed implementation of the Government’s national- 
ization proposals. The 15 members of the Executive Committee 
for 1946-47 joined the Committee, from which a panel of seven 
members was subsequently appointed at the request of the 
Ministry to facilitate and expedite the consultations. 

The B.G.C. representatives suggested at the first meeting of the 
Joint Consultative Committee that a Central Gas Authority 
should be established forthwith to ensure the development of 
the Industry, irrespective of future ownership. In rejecting this 
proposal the Ministry invited the views of the Council on “the 
major questions of broad policy” regarding the “ planning of 
the future organization of the Industry under the Government’s 
proposals for nationalization. Such questions included the broad 
geographical layout of regions or other local organizations, in- 
cluding the question whether the regions suggested in the 
Heyworth Report or some alternative layout would be the most 
appropriate and efficient form of organization, the degree of 
decentralization which might be desirable within the regions, 
and relationship between any Central Authority, if one were 
needed, and the regional or other local organization. 

Draft notes on the organization of a nationalized Gas Industry 
were communicated to the Ministry of Fuel and Power in 
February, but owing to the fuel crisis their detailed discussion 
was postponed. The Council, however, considered the ampli- 
fication of the notes and a survey was undertaken to determine 
the geographical areas appropriate to an integrated Gas Industry. 
As a result further notes on the organization and regional 
boundaries of a nationalized Gas Industry were approved by 


the Central Board in June for communication to the Ministry, 


in response to its request, as representing the tentative views of 
the Council and without prejudice to its opposition to nationaliza- 
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tion, for the accomplishment of which the Council was not to be 
regarded as having submitted a “ plan.” 

The notes proposed that a Central Gas Board should be estab. 
lished, to take the place of the Central Board of the British 
Gas Council; and that Regional Boards should be established 
to take the place of the District Boards of the B.G.C.; the 
Central and Regional Boards each to consist of a Chairman and. 
say, six members, presumably nominated by the Minister. De. 
centralization, it was urged, should be practised as far as possible 
and a large measure of autonomy given to each of the Regional 
Boards. The Central Board should, as one of its early duties. 
call on each Regional Board to submit plans for dividing its 
region into smaller groups of undertakings, each group being 
controlled by a District Management Group consisting wholly 
of persons well qualified and experienced in controlling gas under. 
takings. The memorandum further suggested that the Central 
Board should take over, as far as necessary, the functions of the 
central organization of the British Gas Council, the Federation 
of Gas Employers, and the National Federation of Gas Coke 
Associations. In the same way the Regional Boards would per- 
form the functions of the District Boards of the British Gas 
Council and the Federation of Gas Employers, and of the 
District Coke Associations. This, it was suggested, could be 
done by various members of the Central Board being responsible 
for looking after the various interests now served by _ these 
organizations, 

The Council’s memorandum suggested the boundaries for 13 
regions—one for the whole of Scotland, one for Wales and 
Monmouthshire, and 11 for England, and the irregular lines on 
the map contrasted markedly with the straight iines on the 
Heyworth Report map. It was felt that none of the existing 
or previously proposed territorial groupings—for example the 
Regions of the Heyworth Report, the Districts-of the British 
Gas Council, the Civil Defence Regions, or the areas set out 
in the Electricity Act—conformed completely with the require- 
ments of the Gas Industry. It was necessary to start afresh, 
surveying the size of the existing undertakings and the distribu- 
tion of population. It was emphasized that the Industry consists 
not of one corporate body but of a large number of separate 
units; it is these separate units which collectively, physically 
unaltered, will constitute the national Gas Industry on_ the 
“ Appointed Day.” It was also stressed that no form of amal- 
gamation under nationalization would be effective which ignored 
the importance of the local unit. From the standpoint of the 
public the Industry is a retailing industry, dealing individually 
with over 11 million consumers, and as such it would not respond 
to centralized regional operational control. For the purpose of 
maintaining an efficient district supply, operational units of less 
than regional size are required. 

The organization as indicated was visualized as a “ Three- 
decker” structure. At the top there would be the National 
Board, concerned with finance, broad policy planning and other 
affairs which require handling at a national level. Under the 
National Board would be 11 Regional Boards for England and 
one each for Scotland and Wales. The 13 Regional Boards| 
would be responsible for policy, planning, and co-ordination at 
regional level. Acting under the Regional Boards there should, it 
was urged, be District Management Groups, which would be} 
operational and would be responsible for one or more under- 
takings, as decided by the Regional Board and dependent on the 
size of undertakings, their geographical position and other factors. 

The memorandum as submitted was not intended to be any- 
thing more than a broad outline, and it left many points stil 
open for discussion. It did, however, make abundantly cleat 
the attitude of the Industry on three. outstanding points: (I) 
that full use must continue to be made of the work of the 
existing organizations. in the Industry; (2) that operational control 
must be in the hands of District Management Groups composed 
of men who know their jobs; and (3) that it is no less important 
that the top and middle tiers of the suggested three-decker 


structure should be mainly, if not wholly, composed of men} 


skilled and experienced in the technical and administrative affairs 
of the Industry. 

Early in the year a memorandum was issued by the British 
Gas Council criticizing the Government’s proposal to adopt 
Stock Exchange prices as the basis for assessing the com 
pensation to be paid to holders of securities in nationalized 
undertakings. It pointed out that in the case of electricity stocks 
at least (and their fate closely touched the interests of the British 
Gas Council) it was clear that Stock Exchange prices had been 
artificially restrained by the prospect of nationalization from par 
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ticipating in the general rise in price experienced, as a direct result 
of the Government’s cheap money policy, by Government issues 
and by every other class of sound security. It could not bedisputed, 
the memorandum continued, that had electricity not been included 
in the Government’s nationalization programme, the stocks and 
shares of electricity companies would now stand at prices very 
substantially above those actually current, and it was here that 
the unfairness of the proposed compensation terms lay. It was 
the view of the Council that if the principle of valuation on 
Stock Exchange prices was to be adopted then for equity to be 
approached the prices ruling in early 1945 were the most appro- 
priate, subject to the “Compensation Stocks” being based also 
on the prices ruling for Government securities at the same date. 

Other aspects of compensation came under discussion in the 
course of the year—such questions as maintenance of share- 
holders’ income, the valuation of municipal and of non-statutory 
undertakings as going concerns, and the honouring of service 
contracts and the pension and co-partnership rights of employees. 

As we have said, the question of nationalization remained 
very indefinite until October when it was intimated in the 
King’s Speech at the opening of the new session of Parliament 
that the Government intended to introduce during the present 
session a Bill to bring the Gas Industry under public ownership 
in completion of the plan for the co-ordination of the fuel and 
power industries. The British Gas Council promptly declared its 
continued opposition to the principle of nationalization of the 
Gas Industry, which political project, in the words of a state- 
ment issued from Gas Industry House, “has become as untimely, 
in present circumstances, as it is unjustifiable.” Subsequently the 
Council submitted to the Ministry notes on compensation in the 
event of the Gas Industry being nationalized, which were followed 
by notes on the desirability of the transfer to the Gas Industry 
of coke oven installations primarily associated with gas supply. 


LEGISLATION 


UTSTANDING among the legislation engaging the active 
() tiention of the British Gas Council during the year was 

the Electricity Act, 1947, the purpose of which is to transfer 
the electricity supply industry to public ownership. The Act 
provides that the present Central Electricity Board, power com- 
panies, holding companies, and all generating stations and main 
transmission lines shall vest in a central authority, while other 
authorized undertakers, whether company or municipal, shall 
be transferred to one of 14 area boards. Owing to its impor- 
tance as affording precedents for the proposed Gas Bill, the 
proceedings on the Electricity Bill were watched in detail in 
Parliament and the main amendments proposed by the electricity 
industry received the general support of the B.G.C. Particular 
attention was devoted to the question of compensation. An 
amendment to a proposal that composite gas and electricity 
undertakings should vest in the appropriate area board—designed 
to permit such an undertaking to retain its gas supply—was 
negatived, but ultimately the very small number of composite 
gas and electricity companies were given the option of applying 
to the Ministry of Fuel and Power by a given date to be trans- 
ferred entirely to the appropriate electricity authority. Only one 
company—Brixham—made such an application; the others 
elected to retain their gas undertakings. 

The Transport Act also constituted a legislative precedent for 
the transfer of industry to public ownership, and liaison was 
accordingly maintained by the British Gas Council with the 
Railway Companies’ Association and the various road transport 
and haulage organizations, which supplied copies of their anno- 
tated amendments for consideration by the Council. The appli- 
cation of the provisions of the Bill to ““C” licence holders would 
have made it illegal, in certain circumstances, for a public utility 
undertaking without permission to operate its own vehicles for 
its own purposes within its statutory limits; representations led 
to the exclusion of “C” licence holders from the Bill. 

The Council considered the provisions of the Local Govern- 
ment Bill regarding the payments to be made by the nationalized 
electricity industry to the relief of local authorities in lieu of 
rates. This system is based on the payment of a standard amount 
subject to certain variations and avoids all individual assess- 
ments and appeals to Assessment Committees and the courts. 
If the Gas Industry is nationalized it is considered that the 
application of some similar system would be beneficial. 

The application of the new Companies Act to statutory gas 
companies is limited, and assurances have been obtained that it 
will not be extended without prior consultation. The Board of 
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Trade has been informed that since the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power has the right to prescribe accounts for and call for returns 
from gas undertakings there is little justification for the applica- 
tion of any portion of the Act to statutory gas companies. The 
Town and Country Planning Bill was also carefully watched by 
the British Gas Council, which endeavoured to ensure that the 
considerable exemptions from interim development restrictions 
accorded to public utilities in the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1944, and the Town and Country Planning (General Interim 
Development) Order, 1946, should be preserved in the Bill. 


PURCHASE TAX 


HE re-imposition on April 15 of purchase tax on domestic 

gas and electricity appliances, as an alleged deterrent to 

the consumption of gas and electricity, was immediately 
challenged by the British Gas Council, and a case for the 
exemption of gas appliances from the tax was submitted to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and communicated to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power and other Government Departments 
concerned. Prior to October, 1945, most of the gas appliances 
which in April became subject to the 663% tax were subject 
to a tax of 334%, but in his supplementary Budget at that time 
he removed the tax completely from gas and electric fires, 
radiators, grillers and hotplates, geysers, immersion heaters, and 
similar water heaters, wash boilers and coppers, and refrigerators. 
The 333% tax was continued on drying cabinets, gas cooker 
lighters, gas pokers, irons and ironing machines, and dish washers, 
all of which were, from April 15, taxed at the higher rate of 
663%. 

On June 17 the tax was removed, retrospectively to the date 
of its re-imposition, on cooking appliances, wash boilers, and 
irons, and the British Gas Council proceeded to make further 
representations with a view to securing exemption from the tax 
of water heaters and certain other gas appliances. Shortly 
afterwards the tax on washing machines was reduced from 663% 
to 334% and the tax on refrigerators was removed, but nothing 
was done about water heaters. In its case for the removal of the 
tax from water heaters the British Gas Council pointed out 
that a tax-free cooker could be—and in the absence of other 
more convenient means is—used for water heating, yet a gas 
water heater does efficiently what a tax-free kettle does less 
efficiently. There were no further developments, however, until 
Mr. Hugh Dalton (quickly resigned for other reasons) introduced 
his supplementary Budget in November, in which he provided 
for an all-round increase in the rates of purchase tax, so that 
water heaters became chargeable with a tax of 75% against 
662%, and washing machines became liable to a tax of 50% 
against 334%. 


FUEL RESTRICTIONS 


UEL history was made in the early part of the year when 
coal and plant shortages resulted in the frequent curtailment 
of electricity supplies, culminating in the compulsory pro- 
hibition of the use of electricity except for essential or specified 
purposes during stated hours daily in February, March, and 
April. The Government called for reduced gas pressures and 
required gas undertakings to lower their coal consumption by 
10%; the undertakings did more—they saved 12.1%. The 
situation became critical in February when exceptionally severe 
weather was experienced, resulting in the dislocation of the 
industrial, commercial, and domestic life of the nation. 
Although gas coal stocks fell to an average of 1.6 weeks’ con- 
sumption and the difficulties were formidable, gas production 
was maintained, but there were intermittent reductions of 
pressure in London and some other parts of the country. 
Advance arrangements—known as “BGC Plan A47”—were 
communicated by the British Gas Council to all gas undertakings 
against the possibility of the discontinuance of gas supplies to 
industrial and commercial consumers, other than essential services 
and of street lighting. Cessation of street lighting was after- 
wards ordered by the Government, but it was not found neces- 
sary to bring the remainder of the plan into operation. The 
street lighting ban remained until the end of the summer, when 
a relaxation to the extent of not more than 50% of pre-war 
fuel consumption was permitted. 
Continuous liaison was maintained with the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power, the other Government Departments involved, and 
the National Coal Board. As a result of representations made, 
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the Council was able to ensure that compulsory restrictions were 
not placed on the use of gas, as at one time appeared to be 
intended. A prohibition on the use of gas and electricity for 
space heating operated for five months ending Sept. 30; from 
Oct. 1 there was no compulsory restriction on the use of these 
fuels, but hundreds of local fuel economy committees up and 
down the country were appointed to work out their own schemes 
for fuel saving and to exhort the public to economize as far as 
possible. 

Although coal stocks are much better this winter the emer- 
gency is not over, and the British Gas Council has recommended 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power to initiate an enquiry with a 
view to establishing a national fuel policy. There has been 
full co-operation with the Government in its fuel economy 
campaigns, and member undertakings have been recommended 
to assist to the utmost of their available resources. In addition 
to limited Press advertising, the Council put into production 
fuel economy posters, leaflets, booklets, and lantern slides and 
distributed to gas undertakings the publicity material of the 
Ministry and of co-operating women’s and other organizations. 
A film on meter reading was produced by the Council to supple- 
ment those of its films bearing on fuel economy. 


COAL AND OIL 


HE coal stock position was a matter of constant anxiety 

last winter. During the fuel crisis in February when 

electricity supplies were curtailed and the industrial, com- 
mercial, and domestic life of the nation was seriously dislocated 
the average stocks of gas coal declined to 1.6 weeks’ consump- 
tion. This dangerous level was not, however, accompanied by 
any cessation of gas production. Despite shortages of labour, 
plant, and materials, unsuitable and dirty coal, and transport 
difficulties and in the face of maintained demand, gas under- 
takings reduced their consumption of coal by 12.1% during the 
ten weeks ended May 2 over the previous ten weeks, excluding 
Christmas week, which represented a saving of 625,000 tons of 
coal. During the six months ended May 2 the demand for gas 
had increased by 10.65% to meet which the use of oil was 
increased by 55.14% but the consumption of coal was increased 
by only 5.14%. During the present winter the stock position 
is cause for less anxiety. 

For the greater part of the year the Gas Industry progressively 
increased its use of oil for gas making in order to save coal, 
despite the heavier production cost and the loss of coke from 
the market, Latterly, however, the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
has urged a reduction in the amount of oil used for making 
carburetted water gas, in order to increase coke stocks, which 
continued seriously to decrease with the extended use of oil. 
The allocation and supply of coal having been transferred from 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power to the National Coal Board, 
the Public Utilities Coal Committee ceased to exist, while the 
Utilities Coal Joint Committee, representing the Mining Associa- 
tion and the Conjoint Conference was disbanded, its duties of 
mediation between consumers and producers in difficulties as to 
coal quality having become the responsibility of the Industrial 
Coal Consumers’ Council, set up under the Coal Industry 
Nationalization Act, 1947. 

The National Coal Board gave an assurance that the adoption 
of a scientific price policy and standard conditions of sale were 
regarded as an important and urgent task in which the co- 
operation of public utility undetrakings was desired. As to 
deterioration in coal quality and the presence of dirt and foreign 
substances, the National Coal Board expressed its intention of 
securing progressive improvement in coal quality and of using 
to the maximum and extending washeries and dry-cleaning plant. 

Pithead prices of coal were increased by 4s. a ton in September, 
and the cost of coal was further increased in October when 
revised railway charges came into operation. The total average 
increase was 6s. per ton, to meet which it was announced that 
an average rise of approximately three-farthings per therm in 
the price of gas would be necessary, in addition to the propor- 
tionate rise in the price of coke. While it was possible to raise 
the price of coke forthwith, the price of gas could not be in- 
creased by the absence of permission from the Ministry, and 
in no case could the increase become effective until after the 
next meter readings, spread over the three months following the 
notification of the increase. Although previously the Industry 
had avoided passing on to the consumer more than a small 
percentage of its increased costs it was too much to expect that 
it could bear this new increase; many undertakings were in fact 


GAS JOURNAL 


December 31, 1947 


quite unable to do so, The British Gas Council asked fo, 
prompt Government: measures to be taken to enable the Industry 
to raise the price of gas relatively to the increased price of coke. 
The Council’s representations to the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
to secure some relaxation of the requirement that individual 
application be made by gas undertakings for authorization to 
raise gas prices to meet increased costs resulted in the issue, 
with effect from Nov. 1, of the Gas Charges Order, 1947. The 
Order empowered gas undertakings generally to increase the price 
of gas by such amounts as were necessary to cover the cost 
of the recent increase in the cost of coal and freight charges, 
the increase of 14d. per gal. in the price of gas oil, and the 
termination of the subsidy on gas oj]. Such increases were esti- 
mated to necessitate an average rise in the price of gas of 14d, 
per therm, the actual amount varying from area to area. The 
pithead price of gas coal will be increased again—by 2s. 6d, 
per ton—from Jan. 1, 1948, to cover which the British Gas 
Council has asked the Ministry to extend the Gas Charges Order, 


INDUSTRIAL GAS 


HE eleven Industrial Gas Centres have continued their 

development work during the year, The Exhibitions Com- 

mittee, in conjunction with the Industrial Gas Development 
Committee, organized a “ Gas in Industry ” exhibit at the British 
Industries Fair at Castle Bromwich in May, and the “ Infra-Red 
Heating by Gas” exhibition which was held at Gas Industry 
House in June and July. The B.LF, stand featured the applica- 
tion of gas to infra-red drying, the concentrated combustion 
burner, for which plant is being manufactured for commercial 
use, and the permeable lined furnace. The infra-red units shown 
were typical of many in use throughout the country for paint 
drying and similar purposes, results being extremely rapid. The 
C.C. burner was shown both as a separate unit and incorporated 
in a “Cyclone” furnace, Its ability to burn a large quantity 
of gas in a very small space with a resulting high temperature 
has made it of great value for such purposes as the local heating 
of components. 

Other work undertaken by the Industrial Gas Development 
Committee has included the development of a direct-fired air 
heater for the processing of photographic paper; a stress relieving 
furnace for dealing with vessels up to 66 ft. in length; galvanizing 
baths; the application of infra-red to textile drying and pro- 
cessing; precision casting of alloy steel engine components, using 
the “lost wax” or “investment” process; varnish manufacture; 
and the tempering of hardened cutlery knife blades. Quarterly | 
reports have been issued dealing with various aspects of industrial [ 
gas utilization, and meetings have been held in the various centres 
as well as in London. The Centres have held periodical meet- 
ings with the representatives of their member undertakings to 
discuss technical problems and one Centre has commenced a 
series of special lectures and visits as part of an education scheme. 
A Joint Consultative Committee consisting of four representatives 
each from the Industrial Gas Development Committee and the 
Society of British Gas Industries has been formed with a view | 
to ensuring closer co-operation in technical matters arising from 
the manufacture of industrial gas appliances. Discussions have 
taken place with representatives of the Bakery Equipment Manu- § 
facturers’ Society regarding the use of gas for bread baking 
generally. Mr. W. Dieterichs, of the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany, has succeeded Mr. H. R. Hems, of Birmingham, as Chair- 
man of the Committee 


DOMESTIC GAS 


HE B.G.C. Domestic Gas Development Committee and its 

District Committees, Technical Sub-Committee, and Joint f 

Consultative Committee with the manufacturers of domestic 
appliances afford machinery whereby national and ‘district agree- 
ment can be secured in matters relating to the development of | 
the domestic use of gas and coke. Communications on the 
activities of the Committee, technical information and data for 
use in negotiations with local authorities have been circulated 
regularly among member undertakings. 

The Council is consulted by Government Departments in 
housing matters and is given opportunity, at the drawing board 
stage, to suggest revisions to plans for the erection and equip- 
ment of new and the cofversion of existing dwellings. Stan- 
dard gas installations and uniform installaton costs have been 
agreed, while standard specifications for certain gas cookers and 
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wash boilers have been agreed with the Ministry of Supply, 
these appliances being subjected to British Standards Institution 
tests by the Council before approval. Laboratory tests have 
been made for the Government on various appliances and other 
items and considerable experimental technical research has been 
undertaken on the use of new materials, on non-traditional 
methods of house building and on the prefabrication of plumbing 
and other units. 

Many other aspects of the development of gas for domestic 
purposes have been under review during the year, A specifica- 
tion for a gas cooker suitable for rental and prepayment con- 
sumers has been agreed and is under consideration by the 
manufacturers. An exchange has been arranged between under- 
takings of information on improvised ways and means of sur- 
mounting material shortages, in particular of replacement parts 
for the repair of appliances. The scheme evolved by the 
Council for the distribution of gas cookers and meters, which 
exempted these appliances from the: official machinery set up 
for the control of building materials and components has con- 
tinued to operate advantageously. 

With the ultimate aim of having one Home Service Adviser 
for every group of 10,000 consumers the Home Service Section 
of the British Gas Council has helped in placing candidates, 
but many vacancies still remain, despite the close contact that 
is maintained with the Ministry of Labour Appointments Board, 
domestic science colleges, the Good Housekeeping Institute, 
and other likely sources for the recruitment of qualified per- 
sonnel. Co-operation with Government Departments has con- 
tinued with particular regard to facilitating the support by 
member undertakings of the various official campaigns directed 
to the housewife. Material for posting on the Ministry of Food’s 
information boards, displayed in over 600 gas showrooms, has 
been circulated regularly, while the “Home Service ”. informa- 
tion sheet, for which more contributions are being submitted, 
continues to be published. 


PUBLICITY 


HORTAGES of labour and materials, the persistent call for 

fuel economy, and the general air of austerity which has 

become even more pronounced as the year had approached 
its end have not facilitated gas publicity. And yet in many 
ways 1947 has set up new records, culminating in this month’s 
“Publicity Parade” at Gas Industry House. Depicting the mani- 
fold services of the Publicity Division of the British Gas Council, 
the show is staged by experts for experts, and covers the compre- 
hensive media used by the Council or offered to gas undertakings 
for local use. It is arousing widespread interest among those 
engaged in industry and commerce who are, or should be, using 
publicity; and it is focusing the attention of those serving the 
Gas Industry on the need for sustained publicity and on the 
services and media that are available. 

This year the B.G.C. has advertised in 24 national dailies 
and every Sunday newspaper, 61 leading provincial newspapers, 
32 women’s and other magazines, and 112 trade, technical, and 
professional journals. During the five weeks of the fuel crisis 
early in the year the Press Office dealt with over 2,000 enquiries. 
Over six million people attended recent national exhibitions at 
which there were Gas Industry displays. Forty-seven educational 
documentary films have been produced since 1935, and during 
1947 the Council’s’ films have been shown to 4,500 selected 
audiences, including 2,000 schools. Three new films on heat 
transference constitute a landmark in the production of educa- 
tional documentary films. 

As regards editorial publicity, cordial relations have been 
established with the popular and women’s magazines, and trade, 
technical, and professional journals, which have been ready to 
accept editorial articles and other contributions from the Council, 
which has endeavoured to meet the continually increasing re- 
quirements of such publications and of member undertakings. 
The year has been notable for extended participation in exhibi- 
tions of many different types. Reference has already been made 
to the B.G.C. stand at the first post-war British Industries Fair 
at Castle Bromwich in May, and to the “Infra-Red Heating by 
Gas ” exhibition held at Gas Industry House for a period of ten 
weeks. It would take up too much space to give a complete 
list of the shows in which the Council has participated during 
the year, but mention must be made of the permanent and com- 
prehensive display of appliances in the “Gas in the Design of 
Living” exhibition at the Building Centre; the Ideal Home, and 
the Modern Homes exhibitions; and the “Safety in the Home” 
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display at the Silver Jubilee Congress of the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents. The Council has been associated 
with nearly 50 local exhibitions organized or supported by 
member undertakings. Books published included “Training in 
Homecraft,” containing suggestions for lesson planning, and 
“The Vital Flame” by Compton Mackenzie, of which over 
12,000 copies have been distributed. Shortly before Christmas 
“ Pictures in the Fire,” a book for children, was published; 
books for adolescents and for housewives on homecraft, are in 
course of production. 

Booklets, leaflets and other publications produced by the 
Council covered such subjects as gas in industry and schools; 
the design of gas appliances; kitchen planning; consumers’ free- 
dom of choice; the equipment of temporary houses; cooking 
recipes, jam making, and fruit bottling; street lighting; fuel 
economy; and the prize-winning house built in connexion with 
the competition organized by the House Building Industries 
Standing Committee. Special publications were issued in support 
of exhibitions organized by the Council or in which it or its 
member undertakings participated. 

Use has been made of every modern development in publicity 
and display material, and some staggering statistics have been 
issued of the numbers of showcards, tickets and other devices 
sent out during the year. A well-equipped photographic section 
has been established and the Council’s library of photographs 
is being built up again. Photographs are provided for the pub- 
licity work of the Council and can be obtained by the Press 


* on demand on almost any subject relating to gas manufacture, 


distribution, and utilization. This service is available to member 
undertakings, whose own photographs can be enlarged for display 
purposes and for whom camera work can be _ undertaken. 
Member undertakings, contractors, and others are invited to add 
to the library by sending photographs of interest to the Council. 

Many hundreds of lectures have been given to schools and 
national and local organizations, for which speakers are arranged 
on request. The lecture notes of the Council have been revised 
and extended and now provide for 12 lectures. The Council’s 
information service has become increasingly important, largely 
as a result of extended publicity activities. 


THE FUTURE 


NDETERRED by the proposed Nationalization of the Gas 

Industry and the increasing difficulties of the time, the 

British Gas Council is continuing not only to maintain 
but to expand its activities, within the limits set by the revenue, 
staff and accommodation available. It is hoped that the Council’s 
continual negotiations with the Ministry of Fuel and Power and 
the other Government Departments, on day to day matters of 
importance to gas undertakings, will continue to achieve results 
such as those which have been successfully secured during the 
past year and that, by its work generally, it will yet further 
enhance the prestige of and the goodwill extended to the Gas 
Industry. During the forthcoming year much of its energies will 
be directed towards the formidable task of opposing in Parlia- 
ment the Gas Nationalization Bill and, at the same time, of 
endeavouring to secure a future structure for the Industry which 
will ensure the best possible service to the consumer. 


THE INSTITUTION 


HE Institution of Gas Engineers has continued throughout 
the year its professional, technical and educational activities 
and desires to record its appreciation to the members of its 
Council and of its Committees for the service which they have 
rendered during the year in connexion with these activities. 
Membership of the Institution continues to increase steadily and 
now stands at 2,132, as compared with 2,043 a year ago. It is with 
great regret that the death of 16 of the Institution’s members is 
recorded. Many of these gentlemen served the Institution with 
great loyalty over a number of years and special reference may | 
perhaps be made to the work of Mr. T. Hardie (London), a Past- 
President of the Institution and for many years the Chairman of 
its Gasholder Committee, and of Mr. P. Parrish (London), who 
served on the Institution’s Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Com- 
mittee since its inception and whose wide experience and exten- 
sive knowledge of problems connected with the disposal of 
ammoniacal liquor and of ammonium compounds rendered his 
opinions on such problems authoritative and universally respected. 
The death of Dr. F. A. Mason, H.M. Inspector of Technical 
Education, who served on the Gas Education Committee for many 
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years, and of Dr. H. T. Calvert, M.B.E., an authority of world 
repute on problems concerning water pollution, who had been a 
member of the Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Committee for a 
long period, was also a severe loss to the Institution. The services 
of these gentlemen are remembered with gratitude and appre- 
ciation. 

Congratulations are offered to the following members of the 
Institution who were included in the New Year’s and Birthday 
Honours Lists for 1947: 


G.B.E. Sir Frederick J. West, K.B.E. (Past President). 
Knight Bachelor Dr. E. W. Smith, C.B.E. (Member). 

C.B.E. Mr. James Jamieson (Past President). 

O.B.E. Mr. B. F. Browne (Member). 


The 84th Annual General Meeting of the Institution, held in 
Birmingham on June 3-6, will long be remembered by those 
fortunate enough to attend as an outstanding event. It is on rare 
occasions that the Annual General Meeting has been held in 
cities other than London and it was particularly pleasing to the 
Institution to accept the invitation extended by the civic authorities 
of the City of Birmingham to hold the 84th Annual General 
Meeting there, in consideration of the long and distinguished 
service in the City’s Gas Department of the President of the 
Institution, Mr. G. C. Pearson, O.B.E. The sincere appreciation 
of the members of the Institution was expressed to the Lord 
Mayor (Alderman A. F. Bradbeer) and to the members of his 
Corporation and to the officials of the Gas, Transport, and Parks 
Departments and of the University for the generous hospitality: 
and the wholehearted collaboration which made the meeting 
so successful. 

The. business meetings were held in the Town Hall and were 
officially opened by the Lord Mayor on June 3. An enjoyable 
prelude was an organ recital given by the City Organist, Dr. G. D. 
Cunningham. The sessions were continued on June 4 and 5, and 
works visits were also arranged for these days. These visits com- 
prised inspections of the Windsor Street Works and the Lord Street 
Depot, the Saltley Works and Nechells Central Laboratory of the 
City of Birmingham Gas Department, the Laboratories and Bir- 
mingham Works of Radiation, Ltd., the Longbridge Works of 
the Austin Motor Company, the Engineering Works of the General 
Electric Company, Witton, and the Tyre Works of the Dunlop 
Rubber Company, Ltd., Fort Dunlop. In addition, ladies’ visits 
were arranged to the Lickey Hills and to Leamington Spa and 
Kenilworth Castle. 

Particular mention must be made of the reception and dance 
which was held in the University and at which members and their 
wives were the guests of the City of Birmingham Gas Department. 
The spacious Great Hall, beautifully decorated with flowers by the 
City’s Parks Department and illuminated with skilful artistry by 
the Electrical Engineer of the City’s Gas Department, provided 
a magnificent setting for such a function. The meeting was 
attended by ten representatives of overseas Gas Associations who, 
together with members of the Institution’s Council, with their 
ladies, were graciously entertained by the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress in the Council House. A full-day excursion to the 
Shakespeare Country, including a visit to Warwick Castle and 
Stratford-upon-Avon and a memorable performance of “ Romeo 
and Juliet” at the Memorial Theatre, made a fitting conclusion to 
the meeting. 

The Birmingham Medal, endowed in 1881 with the object of 
encouraging the extension of the uses of coal] gas and bestowed 
for originality in connexion with the manufacture and application 
of gas, was awarded to Sir Frederick J. West, G.B.E. (Past Presi- 
dent), whose father, John West, had received the Medal in 1918. 
The Institution Gold Medal, 1946, was awarded to W. Hodkinson 
and H. B. Taylor for their joint paper entitled ““ The Development 
of a Gas Grid,” presented to the 83rd Annual General Meeting of 
the Institution, on June 3. 1946. The H. E. Jones London Medal, 
1946, was awarded to F. M. Birks, C.B.E., for a paper on “ Roller 
Carriages for Spirally-Guided Gasholders,” presented at the 12th 
Autumn: Research Meeting of the Institution, on Nov. 26, 1946, 
and the Institution Bronze Medal, 1946, was awarded to C. A. 
Poulson for a paper entitled “Modern Developments in Coal 
Carbonization,” which was. read at a meeting of the Scottish Junior 
Gas Association (Western District), on Dec. 7, 1946. The Institu- 
tion Silver Medal, 1946, was not awarded. 

The 13th Autumn Research Meeting was held in London on 
Nov. 25 and 26, under the Presidency of Dr. Harold Hartley, 
when the educational and technical reports of the Institution of 
Gas Engineers and of the Gas Research Board, together with 
technical and scientific papers, were presented and discussed. In 
accordance with the usual custom, the second day was devoted to 
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the work of the Gas Research Board and during this session the 
meeting was presided over by the Chairman of the Gas Research 
Board, Dr. H. Hollings. 


Technical Activities 


Collaboration with the appropriate Government Department; 
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has been maintained during the year by the Council and the The Di 
Educational and Technical Committees of the Institution and, § which wa 
in particular, with the Ministry of Fuel and Power, the Ministry of & Meeting 
Labour and National Service, the Ministry of Works, and the & the Gas 
Ministry of Education. In this connexion, the Press Conference & peing wit 
on Oct. 10, at which the Minister of Works launched the General & {ndustry 
Series Codes of Practice and to which reference is made below, The G 
is of especial interest. Chief In: 

The Co-ordinating Committee of the Gas Engineering Advisory § to Sectio 
Boards has continued its work during the year and meetings have &B for watt 
been held, at which the Director of the Gas and Electricity J and obt: 
Division of the Ministry of Fuel and Power (Mr. R. Kelf-Cohen) §& « radiato 
and other members of the Division have attended by invitation, for IB Schedule 
the discussion of the work of the Regional Boards in maintaining & sidered : 
a high standard in the efficiency of carbonization and of fuel — the que: 
utilization and the problems with which they are beset. In & lated a: 
February, 1947, a special meeting of the Co-ordinating Committee —& lytic Co 
was convened at the request of the Director of the Gas and Elec- & Jems ari 
tricity Division of the Ministry of Fuel and Power, at which the f Gas Wc 
technical aspects of proposals for a substantial reduction in coal Gas In 
supplies to the Gas Industry for the ensuing months were con- § receivec 
sidered. In this connexion, a great deal of work was undertaken libraries 
in different parts of the country by various members of the A re’ 
Regional Boards in devising means of meeting the critical situation [} Gas M 
and, of this work, the production of gas from gas oil was of — during 
particular significance. The information obtained from these — munica 
experiments was freely placed at the disposal of all gas under- & specific 
takings and was reported in the 8th Report of the Chainmen’s — The Li 
Technical Committee presented at the 13th Autumn Research — work 
Meeting. Although official policy has now changed and gas oil § undert: 
is no longer subsidized by the Government for this purpose, the of liqu 
work of the Boards remains a valuable contribution to the —§ prepar 
technical achievements of the Industry. The unprecedented —§ adopte 
severity of conditions during the early months of 1947 presented § publis! 
problems of considerable magnitude to the Gas Industry, but it was ordina 
able, by means, inter alia, of the expedients referred to above, tion a 
together with close attention to fuel economy, to maintain supplies Chair 
without serious interruption and to keep the efficiency of includ 
carbonization at a high level. In these matters the work of the organ 


Regional Boards was invaluable. 

The Codes of Practice Sub-Committee of the Institution and its 
drafting panels have continued throughout the year the preparation 
of the General Series Codes of Practice relating to the distribution 
and utilization of town gas. The first ten of these Codes, concern- 
ing mainly single family dwellings, have now been published in 
their final form, having completed all the stages of comment and 
revision. As they were the first of the General Series Codes to 
reach publication, it was felt appropriate to launch them by means 
of a Press Conference in which the Institution was pleased to 


collaborate with the Codes of Practice Committee of the Ministry age 
of Works. The Conference was held at Gas Industry House on A 
Oct. 10, and was presided over by the President of the Institution, agucc 
Dr. Harold Hartley. The Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. C. W. oad 
Kay, M.P., officially released for publication the following General | Con 
Series Codes of Practice : pe 
Gas Service Pipes, Nati 

Gas Metering and Consumers Control, Edu 

Gas Installation Pipes, kev 

Flues for Gas Appliances, 

Gas Lighting (Single Family Dwellings), — 
Domestic Hot Water Supply by Gas (Single Family Birr 
Dwellings), stuc 

Space Heating by means of Independent Gas Appliances exa 
(Single Family Dwellings), bot 

Gas Cooking Installations (Single Family Dwellings), pro 

Gas Operated Refrigerators, Ins 
Installation of Gas Heated Appliances for Laundering and init 
Ancillary Domestic Purposes. ‘in 

Great care has been taken in the preparation of these Codes the 
and detailed consideration has been given to all comments which of 
have been submitted concerning them. The Institution is anxious of 
that they shall be accepted and adopted by the Gas Industry, tra 
municipal authorities, and other bodies concerned with the distri- m 
bution and utilization of gas, for it is felt that thereby the attain- in 
men and maintenance of higher standards of efficiency are likely th 


to be ensured. 
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Codes are now in course of preparation concerning the following 
bjects : 
: Domestic Hot Water Supply by Gas for Schools, 
Gas Cooking Installations for Schools and Meal Centres, 
Installation of Gas Fired Boilers for Central Heating by 
Hot Water. 
Work on further Codes will be commenced at a later date. 

The District Heating Committee has prepared its Second Report, 
which was presented and discussed at the 13th Autumn Research 
Meeting of the Institution. The Report analyzes the effect upon 
the Gas Industry of district heating schemes, such as those now 
being widely propounded, and suggests methods whereby the Gas 
Industry may be able to meet the competition they offer. 

The Gas-Works Safety Rules Committee negotiated with H.M. 
Chief Inspector of Factories in regard to the position, in relation 
to Section 30 of the Factories Act (1937), of steam heaters used 
for warming gas prior to admission to the purification process 
and obtained his consent for the inclusion of such heaters as 
“radiators” in the provisions of Group 2(b) (Second Part) in 
Schedule of Certificate of Exemption No. 19 (General). It con- 
sidered also, at the request of H.M. Chief Inspector of Factories, 
the question of clearances in horizontal retort houses and circu- 
lated a note on the subject to all gas undertakings. An Electro- 
lytic Corrosion Sub-Committee has been set up to consider prob- 
lems arising from electrolytic corrosion of plant and apparatus at 
Gas Works. The Careers Committee’s publication, Careers in the 
Gas Industry, was published early in the year and was well 
received. It was widely distributed to gas undertakings, public 
libraries, schools, and colleges. 

A revision of the Institution of Gas Engineers’ Specification for 
Gas Meters for Domestic Consumers was completed and published 
during the year by the Meters Committee of the Institution (Com- 
munication 319). The Committee has now under consideration a 
specification along similar lines for meters for industrial purposes. 
The Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Committee has continued its 
work throughout the year and has advised a number of gas 
undertakings in connexion with problems arising from the disposal 
of liquor and of ‘gas-works effluents. The Pipes Committee has 
prepared a Specification for Gas Surface Boxes, which has been 
adopted by the British Standards Institution and will shortly be 
published by that Institution as a British Standard. The co- 
ordination of the work of the Technical Committees of the Institu- 
tion and of The Gas Research Board has been maintained by the 
Chairmen’s Technical Committee, the membership of which 
includes the Chairmen of the Technical Committees of both 
organizations. 


EDUCATION 


HE educational functions of the Institution have been actively 

pursued during the year and it is gratifying to record a 

marked increase in the number of candidates entering for the 
examinations. A number of technical colleges have been able to 
recommence courses in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) and 
(Supply) and it is hoped that the training facilities available to 
students in the Gas Industry will soon surpass those existing prior 
to the war. 

A particularly interesting feature of the year’s work has been the 
success of the Intensive Courses in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) 
and (Supply) which have been arranged by the Gas Education 
Committee’s Sub-Committee on Employment and Training, in 
collaboration with the Ministries of Education and of Labour and 
National Service under the egis of the Government’s Further 
Education and Training Scheme. Approximately 150 students 
have benefited by these courses which have been, or are being, 
conducted at the Technical Colleges at Bournemouth, Bradford, 
Birmingham, Cambridge, Aston, Brighton, and Westminster. The 
students at all courses have given creditable performances in the 
examinations and the reports of the Board of Examiners testify 
both to the excellence of the tuition and to the success of the 
project. It is desired to acknowledge the indebtedness of the 
Institution to the many collaborators who have made possible the 
initiation and administration of these courses and, in particular, 
to record appreciation to the principals of the technical colleges, 
the officials of the District Gas Education Committees, the officials 
of the gas undertakings (who have assisted by releasing members 
of their staffs for teaching the main subjects, and by accepting 
trainees for periods of practical training), the directors and 
managements of industrial and engineering firms who have assisted 
in the provision of special lectures and facilities for works visits, 
the Board of Examiners for arranging special examinations as and 
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when required and, finally, but by no means least, the teachers 


themselves. 


The revised scheme of training and examination in the Tech- 
nology of Gas Manufacture and Gas Supply and in Gas Fitting, 
initiated by the Advisory Committee of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, was commenced in September, 1946, and tuition 
in connexion with the scheme is now available at a number of 
Technical Colleges throughout the country. It is hoped that this 
number will be increased considerably during the ensuing years. 
Five hundred and three candidates entered for the Final Examina- 
tion in Gas Fitting, 438 for the Intermediate Examination in Gas 
Fitting and five for the Technology of Gas Supply. There were 
no entrants for the Technology of Gas Manufacture. 

The ad hoc Sub-Committee on Syllabuses and Regulations has 
continued its negotiations with other professional Institutions and 
has concluded its proposals for the new Associate Membership 
Examination. This will include the Common Preliminary Exam- 
ination of the Joint Engineering Examinations Board, the Joint 
Section A of the Associate Membership Examination of the 
Institutions of Civil and of Electrical Engineers and a Joint Section 
B Examination to be conducted co-operatively by the Institutions 
of Civil and of Gas Engineers. The advantages of the 
adoption of such a scheme of examination are twofold; firstly, it 
will ensure that the standard of academic attainment required for 
corporate membership of the Institution of Gas Engineers will be 
equal to that of the other principal Professional Institutions and, 
secondly, it will enable students who have qualified for corporate 
membership of the Institution of Gas Engineers to become quali- 
fied for corporate membership of other Institutions without a great 
deal of repetition or further study. Revised regulations are now in 
course of preparation and will be published in the new year, 
together with dates when the existing regulations will cease and 
the new regulations become operative. In this connexion, arrange- 
ments are being made to ensure that the interests of candidates, 
who have already embarked upon a course of study under the 
existing regulations, shall not be prejudiced. 


The regulations for the training and examination in Gas Sales- 
manship and Consumer Service, prepared by the Sales Training 
Committee of the Institution in collaboration with the British Gas 
Council, were published during the year (Communication 320) and 
it is hoped that courses of instruction for the Certificate will 
shortly be initiated at technical colleges throughout the country. 
The scheme has been devised to meet the needs of the many sales- 
men and district representatives in the Industry and, in preparing 
it, the Committee has given regard to the various attributes essen- 
tial to the successful salesman, such as technical knowledge of 
the distribution and utilization of town gas, the ability to speak 
and write good and fluent English, a knowledge of the principles 
.of salesmanship and the possession of suitable personal qualities. 
The examination, which includes an oral examination, is designed 
to test all these aspects. 

The number of enquiries emanating from Education Officers of 
the Royal Navy, the Army, and the Royal Air Force is consider- 
ably smaller than during the previous few years, but the Institution 
has, nevertheless, maintained its contacts with the Education 
Departments of the three Services and, with their co-operation, 
has been able to make arrangements for students serving in the 
Forces to be examined in ancillary and the main subject examina- 
tions. The assistance afforded by Education Officers in these 
matters is much appreciated. 


There was a large increase in the number of entrants for the 
1947 examinations. A particularly encouraging feature was the 
good set of answers submitted in the Ordinary Grade Gas Engi- 
neering (Supply) examination and in this Grade the number of 
first-class passes was unusually high. The general standard of 
the examinations in other Grades was similar to that of previous 
years, although, in distinct contrast to last year’s entrants, the 
standard exhibited by the Diploma candidates was disappointing, 
particularly in regard to the written examination. The improve- 
ment in the general standard of sketching, noticed in last year’s 
examinations, was maintained. Four hundred and seventy-six 
candidates entered for the Ordinary and Higher Grade examina- 
tions in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) and (Supply), of whom 
262 were successful, 57 obtaining first-class passes. There were 
16 entrants for the Diploma, 14 in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) 
and two in Gas Engineering (Supply) ; 11 of these were successful. 
The Charles Hunt Memorial Medal in Gas Engineering (Manufac- 
ture) was awarded to A. W. Sanders (Birmingham) and was pre- 
sented personally by Mr. C. A. Holmes Hunt at the 13th Autumn 
Research Meeting. The Charles Hunt Memorial Medal in Gas 
Engineering (Supply) was net awarded. 
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The James Archibald Maclay Memorial Prizes for the Higher 
Grade Certificates in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) and Gas 
Engineering (Supply), which were endowed in 1946 by the 
colleagues and friends of the late James Archibald Maclay to 
mark his active connexion with the Gas Industry for over 60 years, 
were awarded for the first time this year to R. J. B. Smith (Bath) 
and D. W. Cattlin (Tonbridge) respectively and were presented to 
them by the President at the 13th Autumn Research Meeting. 
These prizes are awarded annually by the Council of the Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers on the recommendation of the Gas 
Education Committee of the Institution : (a) To the candidate who 
is placed highest in the Examination for the Higher Grade Certifi- 
cate in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) and who has attained a 
standard sufficient to justify the award of the prize, and (b) to the 
candidate who is placed highest in the Examination for the Higher 
Grade Certificate in Gas Engineering (Supply) and who has 
attained a standard sufficient to justify the award of the prize, 
subject to the following conditions: (ij) The candidate must be 
eligible for the award of a first class Certificate ; (ii) the prize will 
take the form of books, instruments, or other articles of educa- 
tional or cultural value, selected by the recipient and approved by 
the President of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


GAS RESEARCH BOARD 


N important change in administration has been the expan- 

sion of the Annual Meeting of the Board from formal 

business only, to include scientific discussion, and the date 
of the 6th Annual General Meeting was advanced from June 
to April, 1947. After the completion of the formal business, an 
address was given by the President (the Rt. Hon. the Viscount 
Falmouth), the 7th and 8th Annual Reports were presented for 
approval, and a discussion on both was opened by the Director. 
The afternoon session was devoted to a symposium in which 
leading British scientists presented short papers arranged to cover 
the general subject of combustion research and the special field 
of the gas turbine. The purpose of this symposium was fully 
realized in providing a statement of existing knowledge, which 
will provide guidance to the Council of the Board in the prosecu- 
tion of its research programme on combustion and _ allied 
subjects. 

These new arrangements for scientific discussion at the Board 
meeting will continue. The annual report of the Council, which 
includes that of the Director, will now cover the calendar year 
and will also be the subject of discussion at the Board meeting. 

It is gratifying to record that the President agreed to serve 
for a further year. Following the Annual Meeting, the Chair- 
man of Council, Dr. E. V. Evans, resigned, and the Deputy 
Chairman, Di. H_ Hollings, was appointed Chairman. Dr. 
Evans had been Chairman of Council since the formation of 
the Board in 1939. Special thanks were recorded by the Council 
for his very valuable services during this period of eight or 
nine years. Mr. J. E, Davis has succeeded Dr. Hollings as 
Chairman of the Joint Research Committee; other changes are 
tecorded in the 8th Annual Report. 

During the year the active research programmes have been 
reviewed and a number of new projects have been started which 
are aimed at the investigation of urgent problems arising from 
existing practice. This represents a change of policy which the 
Council feels is justified by present day conditions. 

The change does not mean that the prosecution of long-term 
research, which is more properly the function of a research 
association, will decrease in volume, but that a number of urgent 
problems also will be undertaken in order to provide more 
immediate help to the Gas Industry. New projects started under 
this heading are:—{1) The examination of the causes of harden- 
ing of oxide in the purification of gas from hydrogen sulphide; 
(2) the activation of coke; (3) the study of the degradation of 
size of coke during mechanical handling and grading. 

Another new programme is the practical extension of the 
study, made by the National Physical Laboratory, of wind 
pressure distribution around models of spirally-guided gasholders; 
the extensions of the investigation are being carried out on 
existing holders. 

The long-term projects in the Board’s programme have been 
continued during the year. In the gasification of coal under 
pressure, using the 300 lb. experimental apparatus at Poole, new 
information has been collected regarding the course of the 
reactions involved, and their control. Other variables still require 
examination on this scale. The methane synthesis work has 
reached the stage of the successful conclusion of a long run of 
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3,500 hours on an intermediate scale apparatus. This experime 
has yielded all the data necessary for the design of full-gy 
plant if this is justified by other considerations. A  simijs 
experiment at atmospheric pressure is projected for next yea 
The gratifying success of the catalyst is the result of extensiy 
laboratory studies which can now be discontinued. Deliver 
is being awaited of a water-gas plant, in which experiments rr 
the preheating of the blast will be carried out at Poole; enrich 
ment of the gas by methane synthesis may follow this Project, 

In the field of utilization of gas, last year’s programmes ay 
still active. They include studies of the corrosion of 
appliances; a plastic substitute for leather gas meter diaphragm 
infra-red radiation from gas-heated radiants; the fundamenty, 
of measurement of such radiation; the general study of co 
bustion, gas-burners and flames; and heat transfer. — 

It is proposed to expand considerably the volume of woj 

on combustion research. Mr. Wood’s studies of the variatig 
of combustion characteristics of town gas is now completed, ang 
the results will indicate certain lines of research; others ap 
concerned with the combustion characteristics of unusual gas 
The characteristics of gas flames are being studied by th 
Schlieren technique, and. by spectroscopic examination, an 
theoretical studies are being made of the theory of ignition ¢ 
gases. 
The problem of obtaining adequate staff is still acute. Duriy 
1947 the scientific staff was reduced by 11 while only eight ney 
recruits were obtained. The severe competition jn Great Britaiy 
for high quality scientists must continue to impose a slowne 
of growth. The untimely death is recorded with deep regret ¢ 
Dr. A. H. Eastwood, who has served the Board and the Joi 
Research Committee for over 16 years. The loss of a senigy 
officer of such experience and ability is a severe blow. 

The appointment is recorded of a new Joint Assistant Directo; 
(R. S. Silver, M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc.), who will take charge specif: 
cally of research projects in the field of physics and also assiy 
generally in physics problems arising in other fields. 

It was recorded in April (in the 8th Annual Report) that th 
purchase had been completed of an estate at Beckenham, Kent 
which is suitable for development as a headquarters. The sit 
is an excellent one; in better times, new buildings, particular| 
modern laboratories, would have been erected immediately, bu 
present-day conditions will make it necessary to adapt certait 
existing buildings to meet immediate requirements, It is hopel 
to start this adaptation at once. 


SOCIETY OF BRITISH GAS INDUSTRIES 


IR Frederick West has succeeded Sir William Larke a 

President of the Society of British Gas Industries. Mr. D. 

Rider has succeeded Mr. A.’ Watson as Chairman of the 
Society’s Council and Mr. H. S. Cheetham has been ekcted to 
the office of Vice-Chairman. 

During the latter half of the year members have been brought 
face to face with the hard facts of the economic situation even 
if the full effects have still to be felt. It is, of course, unfortun-}) 
ate to say the least of it that this realization has been so tardy, 
since if first things had been put first sooner there would have 
been an earlier realization that our national well-being depended 
upon our own exertions. An overall plan of campaign for the 
nation has, however, now emerged, though the details, as is 
perhaps inevitable in so intricate a system and so complex 4 
situation, are slow in being filled in. It seems clear that there 
is a line of demarcation between essential and unessential indus-! 
tries. There is to be a tighter control over public and private 
capital investmerit. The steel industry has been given a produc: 
tion target of 14 million tons in the next steel year. Yet these 
and all other measures seem dependent so far as industry is con- 
cerned on a solution of the problem of coal production. Coalf 
is and remains the key to the nation’s recovery. Equally vital 
is the need for a big increase in the country’s export trade as a 
whole. Clearly the realization of the targets set for export 
trade for 1948 will necessitate not only a very substantial rise in 
output for export but will cause an overall curtailment, probably 
a severe one, in the supply of goods for the home market. 
British manufacturers must be able not only to find outlets 
capable of absorbing exports to target figures. but be able top 
compete both in price and quality in such of the world’s mar-[ 
kets as are open to them. To the extent that this effort is made 
against any background but that of a prosperous home market § 
a new set of difficult problems is introduced. In short, not only 
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js great effort required but also, it would seem, severe sacrifices. 


The expectation of ‘the Society’s members by and large was, 
and it seemed not unreasonable, that within two or three years 
from the end of the war they would have achieved their pre-war 
levels of production and be within sight of exceeding them, 
since a great volume of production would be needed to catch 
up on the lack of production during the war years and to over- 
take those six years of accumulated depreciation and obsoles- 
cence. These hopes have not, however, in the main been ful- 
filled, and their fufilment seems now inevitably to be deferred 
for some years ahead at least. The housing and re-housing of 
the population was very properly recognized as of the highest im- 
pertance in the immediate post-war programme, but an excessive 
volume of work having been authorized in the building and 
allied industries themselves, the resulting inflation has actually 
retarded the progress and therefore the completion of all types of 
essential building. Latterly a serious attempt has been made to 
secure the pruning and re-deployment of the national capital 
expenditure commitments so that effort may be concentrated on 
the essential work under construction, which is already too much 
de'ayed owing to’ the effects of the inflated building programme. 
Overall availability of materials to the Society’s members has 
been such that the output of consumers’ appliances has been 
restricted in some cases to no better than 50% of pre-war. The 
incidence of purchase tax at a penal rate has latterly in certain 
lines reduced consumer demand to well below that level. Gas- 
works plant has fared better relatively during the year in alloca- 
tions of raw materia's, due in the main to the award of P.M.L. 
Priority for this class of work, but the interminable problems 
that face all producers these days have continued to exert their 
influence adversely in the completion of contracts. 


The Gas and Coke Oven Industries Export Group which the 
Society staffs and administers has been active in regard to the 
affairs of those of its members with export trade to handle. 
Important contracts have been obtained by members of the 
group for gas-works plant and coke oven plant overseas, and 
there has been a steady, if small, flow of business both for gas 
appliances and gas meters in markets that are valuable to this 
country. The Empire countries provide. the natural outlet for 
the Industry, but in addition some progress has been made more 
recently in other markets, such as those in South America, 
Europe, and the Middle East. In the case of appliances there 
is a major difficulty in the way of stepping up exports quickly, 
should the national situation so require, for the types on which 
the Industry -has had to concentrate. to meet the requirements 
of the national housing drive are not types which are readily sale- 
able in the export markets. Since the war such raw materials 
as have been available for the manufacture of appliances and 
meters have under official direction been concentrated as to about 
95% on the requirements of the home market, with therefore 
no more than the residual fraction available for export business. 
More export trade could have been done in those two years, but 
exports cannot by fiat be stepped up substantially overnight, and 
in any case there remains the inescapable fact that by and large 
we must be prepared to buy from those countries to whom we 
wish to sell. 


The question which is constantly under review within the 
Industry is how best to achieve the internal consultation and 
cc-operation between gas undertakings and manufacturers of 
plant and appliances which is so necessary to the common wel- 


fare. Perhaps in the past the plans to achieve this have been 
over ambitious in conception. Certainly the much more flexible 
machinery which has been devised since the end of the war has 
worked smoothly and is now by common consent regarded not 
only as a substantial improvement on anything that has preceded 
it but as, in fact, an effective instrument for the purpose for 
which it was designed. Soon after the war there was formed a 
Joint Consultative Committee between the Society and the British 
Gas Council to cover the domestic uses of gas. This Committee 
had neither powers nor terms of reference, but its meetings have 
afforded opportunities for the discussion of a wide number of 
problems of mutual interest. Indeed, such has been its success 
that it gave rise to the idea that similar work along similar lines 
could advantageously be undertaken im regard to industrial uses. 
and during the past year there has im consequence been set up 
a further Joint Consultative Committee to cover the industrial 
uses of gas on which the Industrial Gas Centres Committee and 
the Society are equally represented. Following the good pre- 
cedent already established, this second Joint Committee has 
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neither powers nor terms of reference, but its discussions are 
already proving valuable. 

With the Institution of Gas Engineers the Society before the 
war sponsored the formation of the Gas Research Board. The 
work of the Board is now rapidly developing in scope and im- 
portance, and the Society’s members are taking the full share 
which it was their intention to take in its activities through 
direct representation on the Council and on various Committees 
and Panels. There are also a number of other directions in 
which the Society is closely associated with the Institution, such 
as the work of the Joint Lighting Committee and the Meters 
Committee. 

We approach 1948 with the country in the throes of serious 
economic difficulties, and during the course of that year Par- 
liamentary action is expected that will bring the supply side of 
the Gas Industry under national control. Both these circum- 
stances will have far reaching effects upon the Socitey’s members, 
on which in detail it would be idle to speculate. If the position 
as it appears to-day can be taken as a guide, then it would cer- 
tainly seem extravagant to hope for a better prospect than that 
at best present levels of production and output will be maintained 
throughout 1948. The capacity and initiative of the Society’s 
members under such restraint as may have to be endured for 
some measure of time ahead will, however, be available with 
the turn of the tide, to serve the gas supply Industry in the form 
in which it will emerge from the attentions which the Govern- 
ment now promise it. 


FEDERATION OF GAS EMPLOYERS 


N one of the most difficult years in the history of industria] 

relations in this country, the Federation has handled, and 

handled successfully, a very large number of perplexing and 
varied problems of labour and staff. 

The Federation, which has been in existence for nearly 30 years, 
was obliged in June to adopt its own separate Constitution, owing 
to the demise of the National Gas Council, to whose Constitution 
it formerly worked, and consequent upon the terms of the Charter 
of the British Gas Council of October, 1946, which prevents the 
British Gas Council from dealing with industrial relations. The 
Federation is, therefore, the only National Body of Employers in 
the Gas Industry able and competent to deal with any or all 
such problems. 

The year under review saw the establishment of the new Annual 
Holiday Agreement for Gas Workers, and of the new Shorter 
Working Week Agreement ; both of which bring the Industry, in 
respect of the matters with which they deal, into line with the 
most progressive industries in the country. The Federation has 
also greatly extended the range of its negotiating machinery. For 
the first time in the history of the Industry, a National Agreement 
and National Procedure for Settling Disputes have been estab- 
lished with the Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering 
Unions, which is a very large association of important Craft 
Unions. Through the Refractory Users’ Federation, of which Dr. 
Badger, the Manager of the Federation, is Chairman, the Federa- 
tion of Gas Employers has formed, in conjunction with the various” 
contractors to the Gas Industry, a combined body which has 
already established far-reaching negotiating machinery, primarily 
with the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade Workers in respect 
of bricklayers and masons, but also with the National Union of 
General and Municipal Workers and the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union in respect of labourers engaged by contractors 
in our Industry. 

The proposed nationalisation of the Industry, while it does not 
altogether explain, probably provides added urgency to the long- 
standing desire of the professional, administrative and clerical 
staffs engaged in the Industry (whether in Company or Municipal 
Gas Undertakings) to be included within recognised and all- 
embracing national negotiating machinery, and the Federation 
has agreed upon, and indeed has been largely responsible for, its 
establishment in practice. There. will shortly take place, accord- 
ingly, the first meeting of the National Joint Council for Gas 
Staffs, and also of the National Committee (which includes 
representatives of the Federation of Gas Employers ; the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations and the Urban District Councils’ 
Association) set up to negotiate with the Gas Engineers’ National 
Guild. It is hoped that the National Joint Council for Gas Staffs 
will cover both Municipal and Company Undertakings; . the 
National Committee will most probably do so. 

Another National Committee has been recently established, 
on which the Federation and all the Trade Unions interested in 
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the Gas Industry are represented, in order to co-ordinate, among 
other functions, all existing Apprenticeship Schemes, and to 
ascertain what Juveniles might lie outside such existing schemes 
and to give consideration as to how they also might, where 
necessary, be covered. The Federation has taken a keen practical 
interest in the “ Training within Industry Scheme” sponsored by 
the Ministry of Labour, and in many cases its interest has been 
put into practice with good results. 

The Federation has appeared on two occasions before the Com- 
mission of Inquiry into Retail Furnishing and Allied Trades in 
order to resist the Commission’s strange function of trying to 
bring the retail staffs in our showrooms within the ambit of a 
Wages Board for the Retail Furnishing and Allied Trades, despite 
the fact that neither the staff nor the Trade Unions representing 
such staff have ever expressed any desire for such inclusion. The 
Federation has also given effective evidence before a National 
Arbitration Tribunal. 

Within the space at our disposal, only a very restricted general 
account of the activities of the Federation for the year in question 
can be given, but it is a matter of solid satisfaction to the Federa- 
tion to be able to report that the Gas Industry will be the only 
industry in the country that will probably have established, before 
the end of this year, national negotiating machinery and procedure 
for settling disputes for every employee, from the yard labourer 
right up to the gas engineer. The Gas Industry is, therefore, a 
pioneer in industrial relations. 

It is also very satisfying to record that the relations between 
the Federation and the large number of Trade Unions concerned 
with the Industry are based on what both the Employers and the 
Trade Unions cherish—a spirit of co-operation and mutual trust, 
which is essential not only to the prosperity of the Gas Industry 
itself and to all those employed therein, but indeed to the Country 
as a whole. 


COKE 


OTWITHSTANDING all the restrictive influences of these 

difficult times 1947 has been a year of progress in the 

sphere of coke development. The fact remains that demand 
exceeds supply ; that marketing is not so much a matter of pushing 
sales as of promoting economy and efficiency; and that coke 
quality, when all is:said and done, depends very largely on the 
quality of the coal delivered to the gas undertakings. The year 
has been described as largely one of frustration and stalemate so 
far as the development of new gas coke markets is concerned. In 
fact, as a consequence of the coal situation and the policy of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power in regard to the manufacture of water 
gas—a policy which towards the end of the year swung completely 
round from insistence on maximum water gas production to an 
appeal to the Industry to make as much coke as possible avail- 
able for the markets—supplies of coke were inadequate to meet 
the demands of the recognized markets, and many of these have 
been lost to coke temporarily. Nevertheless, it is recognized that 
such a situation will not continue indefinitely and considerable 
progress has been made in coke marketing plans. 

Scientific coke marketing calls for a proper price structure, the 
development of which has been studied by a committee appointed 
towards the end of the war with special regard to the evaluation of 
coke on a competitive basis; the extension of the coke levy 
scheme to provide for its most advantageous use and the move- 
ment of coke from areas of surplus to areas of shortage ; and 
acceptance of the principle that the merchants are an integral part 
of the coke distributive machinery and recognition of their claim 
to reasonable margins. In the London and Counties area a com- 
mittee consisting of the coke advisers made suggestions concerning 
methods of evaluating coke in comparison with other competi- 
tive fuels, proposals for the development and extension of the coke 
levy scheme to cover sales of c@ke made outside the gas under- 
takings’ own areas of supply, and also proposals for standardizing 
merchants’ margins, standard extras for sized coke, uniform con- 
tract scales for merchants and consumers, and a standard extra 
per ton for coke in lots of less than 5 cwt.- After reference to 
the County Committees the recommendations were approved in 
principle and it was decided to implement at once those recom- 
mendations dealing with merchants’ margins, standard extras for 
sized coke, uniform contract scales, and standard extras for small 
parcels on the understanding that gas undertakings were not to be 
asked to bear out of their own revenue any increase in cost 
involved. 

Early in the year the Ministry of Fuel and Power decided to 
increase’ ‘the merchants’ margins on all solid fuels sold in retail 
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markets and increases on delivered coal and boiler fuel prices were 
authorized on that account. Except in the ‘London and Couniie; 
area, where the new coke price schedule with standard margins 
had been agreed with the Ministry, this automatically increaseq 
gas coke retail prices on the Ministry’s retail price schedules, 
While London effected considerable standardization other District 
Associations progressed towards carrying out the objects laid down 
in the Report on Future Coke Development adopted as future 
policy for the gas coke industry in 1943. The advisability of a 
national coke marketing scheme has been considered and , 
memorandum advocating such a scheme and making suggestions 
as to how it could be brought into being when circumstances 
permit is being considered by the District Associations. 

In the latter half of September coke prices were increased by 
sanction of the Ministry of Fuel and Power. The rise in London 
amounted to 8s. 4d. per ton, but even this was not enough to 
meet in all cases the increase in the cost to producers of 4s. jn 
the pithead price of coal and 24% in railway rates, though it was 
justified as being approximately the increase applied to domestic 
coal. The coke supply position remained unsatisfactory. The 
quantity available for sale was reduced while the devard 
increased, due largely to the shortage of other solid fuels. The 
increased demand was nation-wide and there was therefore less 
coke available in what used to be known as the surplus areas for 
importation to the shortage areas. Supplies are regulated on the 
instructions of the Ministry through Directorates set up throughout 
the country for that purpose. The Directorates have two main 
functions; to achieve equity as between different fuels so as to 
prevent too great a demand on coke to the relief of other solid 
fuels, and to distribute equitably available coke among those 
consumers who should have it. 


The National Federation of Gas Coke Associations, through its 
members, continued to be responsible for the programming of gas 
coke on behalf of the Ministry. This work increased in volume 
and became more difficult as the supply position deteriorated. The 
two major factors in the increasing coke shortage were the con- 
tinuation, until late in the year, of the policy of intensified manv- 
facture of water gas, and the fuel crisis of last winter. These two 
factors together resulted in a considerably reduced daily make 
available for sale and in the clearance of coke stocks which 
normally provide a cushion tonnage. The inevitable results of 
increased water gas manufacture were foreseen last winter, when 
representations were made to the Ministry, but it was not until 
June that there was any sign of a reversal of policy. Under- 
takings were then asked to change over from water gas to coal 
gas manufacture as far as possible. The effect of the change 
has not yet made itself felt to any extent. 


The fuel shortage, coupled with the\general difficulty of getting 
deliveries of new appliances, plant, and equipment, set a limit to 
the amount of technical work that could be undertaken, but the 
important questions of coke quality and consistency received 
attention and it was recognized that, some improvement was essen- 
tial particularly for domestic use. The implications of the recom- 
mendations of the Domestic Fuel Policy Report of the Fuel and 
Power Advisory Council, which, in general, recommended the 
largest practicable increase in the production of smokeless solid 
fuels of improved and uniform quality and grading suitable for 
domestic purposes received continued detai&d examination. A 
survey is nearing completion on the present. position in the gas 
coke industry as to the availability of the various sizes of gas 
coke, and it is hoped early in the new year to issue a report 
giving a lead in regard to suitable coke qualities for domestic 
usage. 


A range of British Standard specifications for solid fuel burning 
domestic appliances has been developed, and the work is being 
extended to cover. appliances used in canteens, hospitals, 
restaurants, hotels, &c. The Ministry of Fuel and Power has 
entered the field of testing and approval of domestic fuel burning 
appliances and has been persuaded that subject to their being 
available. solid fuel burning appliances for installation in low 
income group housing shall be equally capable of burning coke 
and coal, so. that every new housing estate that goes up is a 
potential. coke user. The Coke Associations are represented on 
the Ministry’s Committee, and in turn the Ministry is represented 
on the National Federation’s Committee. In addition to the 
British Standards the Ministry Committee has agreed on certain 
performance standards, and tests so far carried out show that 
60% of the appliances installed are capable of burning coke. 

While the domestic market is being considered the Industry is 
not losing sight of the industrial applications for coke. Special 
attention is being paid to central heating, in respect of which the 
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problem of automatic control is engaging close attention. The 
continued coke shortage has curbed Press advertising, but more 
indirect methods of keeping the public informed of coke develop- 
ment have been used. The Approved Appliances List has been 
brought up to date, but printing difficulties have prevented its 
circulation ; provision has also been made for the issue of abridged 
editions of the list incorporating the specifications for those 
appliances used in particular areas. Gas coke played a deservedly 
important part in the Solid Smokeless Fuels Exhibition in London 
last spring, and since then the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation 
has produced, in connexion with more recent exhibitions, a booklet 
describing the production and preparation of solid smokeless fuels 
and giving a table. showing the recommended sizes of fuels for 
various types Of appliances. The purpose behind the book is to 
demonstrate the progress made in providing more efficient and 
better heat service in the home through the development of solid 
smokeless fuel appliances. 


WOMEN’S GAS COUNCIL 


URING the past year, there has been an alteration in the 

Secretaryship of the Women’s Gas Council. Mrs. G. 

Abbott the Organizing Secretary for the past five years, 
resigned at the Annual General Meeting in May. Her successor 
is Mrs. W. M. Buchanan. 


The past year has been one of steady progress for the Council. 
The number of lectures given hag increased by 75% compared 
with 1946, and more display material has been sent out. Over 
thirty Women’s Gas Council Homecraft Courses were organized 
last winter in many different parts of the country. Miss Maywen 
Godby, who has now joined the W.G.C. staff from Watson House, 
has revised the first syllabus of the Courses and has prepared 
a second syllabus for “follow-on” lectures for those wishing 
to make an advanced study; many of these courses are now in 
active progress, 

The Annual General Meeting in May had its largest attendance, 
and was addressed by Colonel Harold C. Smith, Mr. Michael 
Milne-Watson and Mr. J. R. W. Alexander. Shortly before the 
meeting, Mrs. Abbott represented the W.G.C. at a meeting of 
the Women’s Organizations for the Ministry of Fuel, to discuss 
the organization of the Fuel Economy Campaign. She was 
invited to sit on the Sub-Committee under the Chairmanship 
of Lady Reading, which acted in an advisory capacity to the 
Ministry. During May, Mrs. Abbott read a Paper at the Royal 
Society of Arts, entitled “ Gas in the Home.” 


Early in the year, too, the Women’s Gas Councjl collaborated 
with the Suffolk Street Housing Centre in the organization of 
an Exhibition of “ Extendible Houses,” including the pair at 
West Humble built for Mrs. Pleydell-Bouverie, for which the 
W.G.C. planned the kitchen and gas-operated domestic 
equipment. 

In July, the W.G.C, took a prominent part in the Home- 
making Exhibition organized by the News of the World. A 
special panel was prepared, which indicated by means of photo- 
graphs and letterpress the work carried out by the Council and 
the services made available to the public. In collaboration with 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and the British Gas Council, the 
W.G.C. staffed an Advice Bureau at this Exhibition and distri- 
buted information and literature. The same effective display 
panel was shown at the Industrial Wales Exhibition at Olympia 
in August, where it was given prominent position on the stand 
designed to illustrate the work of Women’s Organizations in 
Wales. In the same month, Miss K. M. Halpin, O.B.E., the 
Chairman, represented the Women’s Gas Council at the Inter- 
national Management Congress at Stockholm. 


New branches of the Women’s Gas Council have been formed 
at Balham, Bath, Birmingham, Bradford, Brighton and Hove, 
Brixton, Burnley, Cannock, Cardiff, Cheltenham, Cirencester, 
Coventry, Dundee, Dunfermline, Eltham, Gloucester, Grimsby, 
Halifax, Hawick, Hull, Lewisham, Leicester, Liverpool, Manches- 
ter, Middleton, Renfrew, Redditch, Rochford, St. Helens, Shrews- 
bury, Southend, Stroud, Stoke-on-Trent, Swindon, Taunton, 
Warrington, Walthamstow and Leyton, West Ham, Woolwich, 
and Worthing. New affiliated associations are the Bristol 
Women’s Advisory Section, the Exeter Home Service Section 
and the United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd., at Manchester. 

During the latter part of the year, the new Organizing Secre- 
tary has visited many branches of the Women’s Gas Council, 
and she was able, while passing through South Wales, to make 
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visits to several gas undertakings to determine the use these are 
making of the facilities provided by the Council. Although 
these facilities were known and welcomed in many cases, there 
were regrettable instances where the undertakings knew little 
about the Women’s Gas Council or the fact that they could 
call on its services when the need arose. Doubtless, Mrs. 
Buchanan’s visits will have done much to remedy this ignorance. 
Branches in Scotland have been visited by Miss Pidsley. 

Unfortunately, paper restrictions have prevented a further in- 
crease in the circulation of the Women’s Gas Council magazine 
Fanfare. The circulation of the leafiets 1 Pass This On to You 
is, however, rising steadily and, in addition to the 45,000 copies 
of the Special Fuel Economy leaflet sold through the usual 
channels, the Ministry of Fuel ordered a special edition of 100,000 
copies for their own distribution. A new Fuel Economy leaflet, 
in rhyme, has roused great interest, and many orders have been 
received for it from Regional Fuel Officers in various parts of 
the country. 

The past year has been a period of commendable progress 
for the Women’s Gas Council, who have not let themselves be 
discouraged by present-day restrictions and difficulties, and Mrs. 
Buchanan is to be congratulated on a successful first term of 
Office. 


STOCKS AND SHARES 


ELDOM if ever has there been such a variety of influences on 

the money market as have been encountered during 1947. 

Starting the year on a confident note, stocks and shares fell 
to abnormally low levels under the influence of the fuel crisis 
in February, and they had scarcely recovered when the dollar- 
exchange crisis became acute towards the end of the summer. 
The austerity measures which then became necessary again 
depressed the market, both in British Funds and industrials. 
Then came the supplementary Budget, with its increased Profits 
Tax and higher Purchase Tax. The autumn Budget was still 
under debate when the Government announced a cut of £180 
millions in capital expenditure as a further contribution to the 
solution of the crisis. One of the proposals in the November 
Budget was a form of tax on advertising, in the sense that only 
half, instead of the whole, of the expenditure on advertising was 
to rank for tax allowance. The preposal was ultimately with- 
drawn, but only on the understanding that there would be 
voluntary cuts in advertising expenditure; the official view, indeed, 
seemed to be that in these days there is no need to stimulate 
the desire to buy by means of advertising. In a statement follow- 
ing the withdrawal of the proposal, the Advertising Association 
pointed out that the convenience of the public, industria] 
efficiency, and the building up of goods for export all required 
a certain minimum of advertising. Whether it be in the classified 
columns, in the entertainment notices, the stores advertisements, 


-or the announcements of industry, there is a limit beyond which 


advertising cannot be reduced without leaving the public sadly 
misinformed and without damaging the country’s productive 
effort. 


As if home problems were not enough, overseas influences 
became increasingly unfavourable towards the end of the year. 
France had an industrial upheaval, Palestine broke out into open 
violence, and the Big Four Foreign Ministers found it far from 
easy to settle the international problems for which they were 
called together in London. Industrialists foresaw difficult 
economic conditions and disposed of gilt-edged holdings, with 
the result that British Government Stocks fell steeply. Treasury 
24% stock, repayable in 1975 or after, dropped from 100 in 
January to 81 at one time in July. Yet despite adverse condi- 
tions the financial results of the leading industrial concerns 
were satisfactory; many companies announced larger profits and 
higher dividends, notably Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd.. 
who distributed 10% against 8% for many years. 


So far as gas stocks were concerned the broad picture was 
satisfactory, and if the Stock Exchange quotations showed a 
gradual decline over the 12 months the actual yield generally 
improved. With remarkably few exceptions the year’s dividend 
declarations were at least on the same level as those in 1946; 
in some cases there were slight increases. Nationalization had 
already been contemplated for so long—and so vaguely—that 
when, in the King’s Speech on the occasion of the opening of 
Parliament, the first definite promise was made of a Bill to bring 
the Gas Industry under public ownership, to be introduced in the 
present session, the effect on gas shares was practically negligible. 
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In view of the possibility of Stock Exchange prices being taken 
as the basis for compensation when nationalization is effected, 
it should be pointed out that the Stock Exchange quotation is 
based from time to time on the rate of dividend actually paid, 
taking no heed of the latent possibilities of any company being 
able under normal conditions to earn and pay a higher dividend. 
The comparisons which we have quoted above emphasize the 
view that if the principle of valuation on Stock Exchange prices 
is to be adopted, then for equity to be approached the prices 
ruling in early 1945 are the most appropriate, subject to the 
compensation stocks being based also on the prices ruling for 
Government securities at the same date. 


PERSONAL 


EW Year Honours included a Barony for Mr. Charles 

Dukes (now Lord Dukeston), Chairman of the National 

Joint Industrial Council for the Gas Industry; a Knighthood 
for Dr. E. W. (now Sir Ernest) Smith; the G.B.E. for Sir Frederick 
West, and the C.B.E. for Mr. James Jamieson, Past President of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers, who retired from the post of 
Engineer and Manager of the Edinburgh Gas Department afier 
26 years’ service. In the Birthday Honours in June the C.B.E. 
was bestowed on Lieut.-Colone! Sholto S. Ogilvie, D.S.O., who 
retired from the Joint Managership of the National Gas Council 
in 1946 after 28 years’ service. Earlier in the year Colonel 
Ogilvie had been the recipient of a presentation from the Con- 
joint Conference of Public Utility Associations in recognition of 
23 years’ service as Joint Hon. Secretary, and in July he and Mr. 
E. J. Fottrell received cheques from the British Gas Council in 
recognition of their united efforts as Joint Managers of the now 
liquidated National Gas Council. Other Birthday Honours in- 
cluded the C.B.E. for Mr. W. Newton Booth, the O.B.E. for 
Mr. Bernard Browne, Regional Gas Officer for the North East 
Region, and the M.B.E. for Mr. M. W. Burt, Manager and Secre- 
tary of the Society of British Gas Industries. Of interest to 
the contracting side of the Industry was the Peerage conferred 
on Sir Ernest Simon (now Lord Simon of Wythenshawe), Govern- 
ing Director of the Simon Engineering Group, which includes 
Henry Simon, Ltd., Simon-Carves, Ltd., and Turbine Gears, Ltd. 

The retirement of Mr. A. E. Sylvester from the Chairmanship 
of the British Gas Council was announced in January. He 
was honoured by being created the first President, and Colone' 
H. C. Smith became Chairman. Colonel Smith was in Novem- 
ber appointed Chairman of the National Joint Industrial Council 
for ihe Gas Industry, a post originally occupied by the late Sir 
David Milne-Watson, and latterly by Lord Dukeston. 

Mr. Henry Woodall, whose retirement from the Deputy 
Governorship of the Gas Light and Coke Company had. already 
been announced, retired from the Chairmanship of the Danish 
Gas Company and was succeeded by his son, Lieut-Colonel E. C. 
Woodall, Co'onel H. C. Smith being elected to fill the vacancy 
on the Board. Lieut.-Colonel E. C. Woodall also succeeded his 
father as Chairman of the Tottenham and District Gas Company 
While Mr. Henry Woodall continued with his accustomed vigour 
to preside over the British Gas Light Company. 

Early in the year Sir Cecil Cochrane retired from the Chair- 
manship of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Com- 
pany and was succeeded by Mr. John D. Cowen; eight months 
later Mr. Cowen’s appointment as Assistant General Manager 
(Staff) of Barclays Bank, Ltd., necessitated his transference to 
London, and Mr. R. Lishman succeeded him as Chairman at 
Newcastle. Mr. H. G. Palmer retired from the Chair of the 
Imperial Continental Gas Association, changing places with 
Sir George Jessel, Deputy Chairman. 

Mr. Harold Williams became Deputy Chairman of the Croydon 
Gas Company in succession to Mr. Henry Woodall, and Major 
Gwilym Lloyd George, formerly Minister of Fuel and Power, 
succeeded him on the Board of the South Eastern Gas Corpora- 
tion. Mr. Percy E. Browne retired from the Managing Director- 
ship of the Brighton, Hove, and Worthing Gas Company, re- 
taining his seat as an ordinary Director, and Mr. Raymond Prince, 
General Manager, became responsible to the Board for the day- 
to-day control of the undertaking. Mr. C. Holmes Hunt suc- 
ceeded the late Mr. Bruce Ottley as Chairman of the South 
Western Gas and Water Corporation. Dr. E. V. Evans joined 
the Board of the Brighton. Hove, and Worthing Gas Company 
in place of the late Lord Cautley; Sir Ernest Smith joined the 
Board of the Romford Gas-Company; Sir Leslie Boyce became 
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Deputy Chairman of the Severn Valley Gas Corporation; and 
Mr. J. H. Dyde was appointed Director of No. 1 Group of under- 
takings administered by the South Eastern Gas Corporation. 

An important appointment in April was that of Dr. Harold 
Hollings, Controller of Research of the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany, as Chairman of the Gas Research Board in succession to 
Dr. E. V. Evans, who retired after filling the office from its in- 
ception eight years earlier. 

The end of the year brings the retirement of Dean Chandler 
after 47 years’ distinguished service with the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company. For the greater part of that time he worked in 
close touch with the late Dr. Charles Carpenter, and among 
the highlights of his career were improvements at the Old 
Kent Road works, the simplification and standardization of 
domestic appliances, the industrial use of gas in the two great 
wars, and—in collaboration with the late Dr. Bernard Friedman— 
the application of what ultimately became the “Ascot” water 
heater. More recently he has written his History of Lighting 
by Gas and carried out notable work on neat gas. 

Mr. H. D. Greenwood, Controller (Gas); Control Commission 
for Germany (British Element), who presented a paper on “ Re- 
storation and Control of the Gas Industry in the British Zone 
of Germany, 1945-47” at the annual meeting of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers in June, was appointed in November Director 
of Public Utilities for the Control Commission, a post involving 
responsibility for gas, electricity, water, and sewerage. 

Mr. W. L. Boon, General Manager of the London and Coun- 
ties Coke Association from its formation, and previously Tech- 
nical Adviser to the London Coke Committee, resigned in March 
to become a Director of Powell Duffryn Technical Services, Lid 
He was succeeded by Mr. J. O. Cooke, Chief Technical Officer 
of the British Standards Institution, who brought to his new 
task a long experience in connexion with standards for {uel 
burning appliances and the fuels consumed in them. Another 
change at Gas Industry House was the resignation of Mrs. 
Abbott, Organizing Secretary of the Women’s Gas Council, 
after five years’ highly successful work, and the appointment 
of Mrs. Buchanan as her successor. Mr. W. H. Becket, after 
48 years’ service in the Gas Industry, retired from the post of 
Exhibition Organizer to the British Gas Council, and was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. C. Warrenne, an expert on showroom design end 
exhibition organization. 

Mr.- S. E. Knowles relinquished his position as General 
Manager of the Eastbourne Gas Company, and was succeeded 
by Mr. C. J. B. Sawbridge, combining the duties of General 
Manager with those of Secretary. As already mentioned, Mr. 
James Jamieson retired from the post of Engineer and Manager 
of the Edinburgh Gas Department and was succeeded by his 
former deputy, Mr. D. D. Melvin. Mr. J. W. McLusky retired 
from the post of General Manager of the Glasgow Gas De- 
partment, and was succeeded by Mr. D. D. Burns, formerly 
Commercial Secretary of the Department. Mr. Jamieson and 
Mr. McLusky were the guests of the Council of the North 
British Association of Gas Managers at a complimentary dinner, 
at which Mr. G. C. Pearson, President of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers, and. other speakers paid tribute to their services to 
the Industry. Mr. James Dickson, Engineer and Manager at 
Dundee, retired and his successor was Mr, W. S. Johnston, 
former'y his Assistant. 

Following the death of Mr. W. H. T. Johns, Mr. T. D. Olver, 
Deputy Engineer and Manager of the Burnley Gas Department, 
was appointed Engineer and Manager of the Warrington Gas 
Department. Mr. K. L. Peaice,; Engineer and Manager of the 
Bilston Gas Light and Coke Company, Past President of the 
Midland Junior Gas Association, and Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Midland District Board of the British Gas 
Council, was appointed in November to succeed the late Mr. 
James Mitchell as Engineer and Manager of the Leicester Gas 
Department. 

Retirements included-those of Dr. C. M. Walter, Engineer in 
Charge of the Industrial Research Laboratories of the Birming- 
ham Gas Department; Mr. S. C. Colwell, Coke Manager of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company (succeeded by Mr. D. G. Rose); 
Mr. V. Simmonds, Engineer of the South Suburban Gas Com- 
pany at Lower Sydenham; and Mr. Tom Orr, after 56 years’ 
uninterrupted service at Motherwell. 

Retiring after 40 years’ service in.the Birmingham Gas Depart- 
ment. Mr. R. G. Marsh. Distributing Engineer, was the recipient 
of presentations and good wishes from an unusually large num- 
ber of -present and past officers of the Department. Among the 
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Exhaustive tests in the Radiation Lab- 
oratories have shown that the Air-Float 
oven and the new hotplate of the New 
World No. 1430 Cooker effect a fuel 
economy which enables four therms to do 
the work of five. 


Such economy is achieved only by 
reducing heat losses to the barest mini- 
mum. And how is this reduction, in 
turn, achieved? 






























By fitting improved designs of hot plate burners 
and pan supports which together are responsible 
for an increase in thermal efficiency. 


By providing the special nozzle outlet over the 
single oven-burner and so achieving better direction 
of the flow of hot gases into the oven. 


By ensuring—with the Spring-sealed oven door— 
a completely secure closure, and thus abolishing a 
common source of heat loss. 


By bolting oven to frame on the cantilever principle 
so that there are only four points of contact, and 
thereby reducing heat leakage by conduction from 
the oven. 
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unofficial events of the year may be noted the visit paid by 
Dr. Harold Hartley, President of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers, to Mr. R. Beynon, one of the oldest members of the Insti- 
tution, on his 9ist birthday. 


OBITUARY 


S we close our review of 1947 we recall with sorrow the 

losses which the Industry has sustained by death during 

the past i2 months. One of the most outstanding was 
that of Mr. Thomas Hardie, who died in April at the age of 76. 
He was born in the Industry, the son of the late Mr. Wil'iam 
Hardie, for 42 years Secretary and later General Manager of the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company, and served 
its interests with success over many years, first in the north, 
and since 1920 in London. For several years Chief Engineer of 
the Gas Light and Coke Company he was latterly a Director of 
that Company and also a member of the Board of the Tottenham 
and District Gas Company. He was President of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers in 1922. 

Major Julian Day, Chairman of the Severn Valley Gas Cor- 
poration and Gas Consolidation, Ltd., died at Lugano, Switzer- 
land, in June, and in the following month the death occurred 
of Mr. R. B. H. Ottley, Chairman of the United Kingdom Gas 
Corporation and of the South Western Gas and Water Corpora- 
tion. The largest of the holding companies thus sustained 
grievous losses, for although neither was a professional gas 
engineer they were both eminent business men, particularly 1 
financial affairs. In addition to the two chairmanships men- 
tioned, Major Day was also a Director of the South Eastern 
Gas Corporation. Mr, Ottley had many business interests out- 
side the Gas Industry, yet he was one of the Indusiry’s hardest 
workers, and his kindliness and, consideration and charm of 
manner endeared him to all who worked with him. 

Lieut.-Col. Sir H. K. Stephenson, for 29 years Chairman of 
the Sheffield and District Gas Company, and a leading citizen 
of Sheffield, died in September after serving the Company in 
particular and the Gas Industry in general for over 50 years. 
President of the British Commercial Gas Association in 1933. 
he was created a Baronet in 1936. He served two terms of 
effice as Lord Mayor of Sheffield, and in addition to being a 
Director of many industrial undertakings he devoted himself 
energetical'y to civic affairs. Within a few weeks of retiring 
on account of ill health, Mr. A. J. Mumford, Director and Secre- 
tary of the British Gas Light Company. died in May. He be- 
came Secretary in 1929 in succession to Mr. A. W. Brookes, 
whose nephew, Mr. F. T. Brookes, succeeded Mr. Mumford a 
few weeks before his death. Mr. Mumford was not a man to 
court publicity, so that his work for the Industry was not so 
well known generally as that of others. His work on the Com- 
mittee of the Gas Companies Protection Association gave him 
a seat on the British Gas Council, where his sound judgment 
was appreciated. 


The death occurred in May of Mr. P. Parrish, Manager of the 
Chemical Works of the South Metropolitan Gas Company since 
1915. His death, in the words of Dr. E. V. Evans, Managing 
Director, meant to the Company the loss of an irreplaceable 
officer and to the chemical industry the loss of a unique and 


competent. chemical engineer. Author of several. books, and 
an original member of the Yorkshire Junior Gas Association, Mr. 
Parrish will be remembered for his Papers to various technical 
societies, and in particular his Paper on “ By-Product Ammonia ” 
presented at the 1939 Institution meeting. 

Of those who died while still in active service in the Gas In- 
dustry one of the best known was Mr. James Mitchell. Engineer 
and Manager of the Leicester Gas Department since 1933 when 
he succeeded Mr. H. Pooley. Like his brother, Mr. George P. 
Mitchell, of Worcester, he received his early training as a 
mechanical engineer with Brown Bros., of Edinburgh, and before 
going to Leicester he served the Gas Industry successively at 
Montrose, Dundee, and Nelson. In August Mr. W. H. T. 
Johns, Engineer and Manager of the Warrington Gas Depart- 
ment, died at the early age of 40. a victim of the then rrevalent 
infantile paralysis. Elder son of Mr. W. H. Johns. formerly 
Engineer and Manager of the Swansea Gas Light Comp=nv. he 
had his ear'y training at Cardiff. joined his father at Swansea. 
and then went first to Cheltenham and then to Burnlev. from 
where he was appointed Engineer and Manager of the Roether- 
ham Gas Department. He went to Warrington early in 1946. 

In July the deatt was reported of Mr. L. G. Yourg, Manager 
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of the Carlow (Eire) Gas Company, and a well-known figure 
in the Irish Gas Industry. A native of Cumberland, he went 
to Carlow in 1902 and had been Managing Director and Secre- 
tary since 1920. In 1930 he read a paper to the Irish Association 
of Gas Managers on “ Gas Saies at Carlow,” and became Presj- 
dent of the Association two years later. Mr. Owen Evans, 
Director, Engineer, and Manager of the Wrexham Gas Company, 
died in February after 47 years’ service with the Company. 
Other deaths in the active ranks were those of Mr. J. A. Hale, 
Sales Superintendent of the East Surrey Gas Company (in April); 
Mr. G. H. Broughton, Chairman of the Ilkeston Gas Committe: 
(in January); Mr. Norman Severs, Sales Manager of the 
Salford Gas Department (in October); Mr. N. Yule, Director of 
the Armadale Gas Company (October); Mr. G. W. Mahon, for 
24 years Secretary of the C'eveland Gas Company (in 
September). 

The Wales and Monmuuthshire Association of Gas En2ineer; 
and Managers suffered a sad loss in January by the deatn of 
Mr. Joe Sadler, for 25 years its Social Secretary. 

A notable loss on the contracting side was the death in 
August of Mr. J. Winson Scott, who retired in 1946 from the 
Managing Directorship of R. & J. Dempster, Ltd., with whose 
activities he had been connected for over 60 years. Oldest 
grandson of Mr. Joseph Winson, he had the unique experience 
of managing his grandfather’s gas-works when he was only 12 
years of age, when Mr. Winson had. three months’ serious illness. 
He was the last survivor of all those who were actively asso- 
ciated with the Dempster undertaking in the days before 1885, 
when the firm was established at Gas P'ant Works,, Manchester, 
and was well known in gas engineering circles in most parts of 
the British Isles and also in the Colonies. The death occurred 
in March of Mr. H. F. Wright, who was with Ashmore, Benson, 
Pease & Co., Ltd., from 1876 to 1906, and was General Manager 
of C. & W. Walker, Ltd., Donnington, from 1906 to 1912. He 
had latterly been associated with the oil industry. Jn November 
the death occurred of Mr. T. H. Galbraith, Works Controller of 
the Radiation Group of Companies at Warrington. He had been 
in charge of the modernization of the Grappenhall Works, en- 
tailing the introduction of a modern machire shop, continuous 
enamelling process plant, and one of the finest continuous casting 
plants in the country. In October Dr. E. Heaton, well know. 
to many gas undertakings throughout the country through his 
work for the Br‘tish Refractories Research Association on the 
behaviour of refractory materials in the carbonizing industry, 
died at the early age of 29. 

Sir William J. Talbot, Chairman of the Chesterfield Tube Co.. 
Ltd., died in December, aged 75. Chairman of seven tar dis- 
tilling companies, Technical Director of Lancashire Tar Distillers, 
Ltd., and a Director of three other large industrial concerns. 
Mr. Josiah Lane died in December at the early age of 57. In 
the. same month Mr, W. R. Hunt, who retired in 1937 after 
40 years’ service with Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., died 
aged 70. 

The death occurred in October of Mr. W. B. McLusky. 
who retired in 1939 after 27 years’ service as Engineer and 
Manager of the Halifax Gas Department. Before going to 
Halifax he had been Manager of various Scottish gas undertakings 
since 1891, and he rendered valuable service to the Industry as 
President of the Waverley, North British, and Manchester Dis- 
trict Associations, a member of the Council of the Institution, 
and District Chairman of the British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion. Mr. P. S. Hoyte, for many years Chief Engineer, then 
Consulting Engineer, and latterly a Director of the Plymouth 
and Stonehouse Gas Company, died in September. He also 
served on the Board of the Devon Gas Association, was President 
of the Southern Association in 1923, and was until shortly before 
his death Chairman of the Sou*h Western area of the Federation 
of Gas Employers and a member of the Joint Industrial Council. 

The death in January of Mr. Bevous J. Smith, a Director of 
the Romford Gas Company from 1908 and Chairman from 1926 
to 1946, severed a family connexion with the Company extend- 
ing over a period of 100 vears. General Manager and Engincer 
of the Cheltenham Gas Company from 1914 to 1924, Mr. J. 
Paterson died in July. He succeeded his father as Manager and 
Engineer, and was at one time Vice-President of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers. Following his ret’rement from the Chelten- 
ham Company he became Secretarv of the Midland District of 
the Federation of Gas Emoplovers. In February Mr. F. J. 
Hutchence, who had retired from the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany in 1933 after nearly 20 years’ service, died at his home at 
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Assistant General Manager of 
Gas Company until his retire- 
In the same month the death oc- 


Lyminge. Mr. R, H, Buxton, 
the Wandsworth and District 
ment in 1945, died in July. 


b curred of Mr. F. R. Smith, aged 93, brother-in-law of the late 


Mr. W. C. Parkinson, whose activities extended over 60 years 
until his retirement in 1932 from the Directorates of the Parkin- 
son and Cowan group of companies. 

Mr. George Keillor, grandfather of Mr. R. D. Keillor, Green- 
ock, and a member of a well-known gas engineering family, d ed 
in January. The death occurred in January of Mr. T. W. Saville, 
a member of a _ respected Gas Industry family, who was 
Engineer and Manager of the Littlehampton Gas Company unti! 
shortly before its absorption by the Brighton, Hove, and Worth- 
ing Gas Company. In the same month the Helps family was 
bereaved by the death of Mr. Arthur S. Helps, Manager and 
Secretary of the old Chippenham Gas Company until he retired 
14 years ago. 

Mr. James MacPherson, Manager and Secretary of the Cupar 
Gas Company for 52 years prior to his retirement two years 
ago, and Mr. W. E. Garlick, who retired in 1946 from the post 
of Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the Glastonbury Gas 
Company, both died in December. 


Diary 


. 12.—Women’s Gas Council: Executive Committee, Gas Industry 
House, | p.m. 
. 12.—London and Counties Coke Association: Technical Com- 
mittee. Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 
. 12.—Women’s Gas Council (Manchester Branch): Address, 
** Bouquet for Housewives,” by R. J. Gregg, Sales 
* Manager, Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., and issue of 
special brochure, “‘ Hot Water Highlights.” Man- 
chester Gas Department Showrooms, 2.30 p.m. 
. 13.—British Gas Council: Central Board, Gas Industry House, 
2.30 p.m. 
. 13.—Federation cf Gas Employers: Central Committee, Gas 
Industry House, 11.30 a.m. 


. 13.—National Federation of Gas Coke Associations: General ’ 


Committee, 10 a.m., Gas Industry House. 

. 14.—London and Southern Junior Gas Association: Visit to 
tne De La Rue Gas Development Centre, Elstree. 

. 14.—Scottish (Western) Gas Salesmen’s Circle: ‘“* Industrial 
Uses of Gas,’’ A. Bujnowski (Glasgow). 

. 15.—British Gas Council : industrial Gas D:velopment Com- 
mittee, Gas Industry Huse, 2.30 p.m. 

. 16.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Eastern District): “* In- 
struments,” Mr. Lees (Negretti and Zambra, Ltd.). 
Edinburgh. 

. 16.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Western District): Paper 
by D. D. Burns (Glasgow) on a financial subject. Royal 
Technical College, Glasgow. 

. 17.—Yorkshire Junior Gas Association: Short Paper Meeting, 
Huddersfield. 

an. 17.—South Western District Gas Salesmen’s Circle: “* Radiant 
Heating,” H. E. Robinson (Radiant Heating, Ltd.), 
Bridgwater. 

. 20.—Midland Junior Gas Association: ‘‘ Repair and Maintenance 
of Gas Fired Furnaces,” L. V. S. Mann (Birmingham). 

. 20.—Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association: Visit 
to works of Porthcawl Gas Department; address by 
H. Short. 

. 20.—National Federation of Gas Coke Associations: National 
Technical Committee, Gas Industry House, 11 a.m. 

an. 20.—Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation: Technical Committee, 
Gas Industry House, 2.45 p.m. . 

. 20.—Home Counties Gas Salesmen’s Circle (Western Area): 
“Survey for Salesmen,” R. J. Gregg, Sales Manager, 
Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., Reading, 7 p.m. 

an. 27.—North London District Gas Salesmen’s Circle: ‘‘ Commer- 
cial Films,” P. J. Lucas, British Gas Council. 

. 27.—Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 
(Eastern District): ‘*‘ The Scrubber Stand Pipe System,” 
L. Muir Wilson, M.Sc., A.I.C., and E. A. Laundy 
(South Metropolitan Gas Company), Gas Industry 
House, 2.30 p.m. 

. 29.—South Wales District Gas Salesmen’s Circle: “‘ Talking of 
Sales,” L. H. Leyland, Newport. 


Middlesbrough Corporation has accepted the tender of W. C. Holmes 
& Co., Ltd., Huddersfield, for the supply, delivery, and erection of a 
dehydration plant for the gas-works. The tender of Keith Blackman, 
Ltd., has been accepted for the erection of a gas booster and the tender 
of or gic & Co., Ltd., Middlesbrough, for the supply of pipes ar.d 
specials, 
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MINISTER’S VISIT TO BECKTON 


Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, Minister of Fuel and Power, with several 
Officials from his Ministry, paid an informal visit to the Beckton Works 
of the Gas Light and Coke Company and to the adjoining Chemical 
Products Works, on Dec. 15. 

The tour of inspection included the mechanical workshops, which 
are the largest in any gas-works in this country, and one of the hori- 
zontal retort houses where some new charging machinery was seen in 
action. The carburetted water gas plant, with a total capacity of 
over 30,000,000 cu.ft. a day, was next seen, and the party continued 
on to the piers and coke plant where a good deal of coke loading was 
being done. The existing coke ovens and the new coke oven plant 
still under construction were inspected, together with the ancillary 
plant which will cost all told about £2,000,000. Limited time precluded 
visits to a large part of this station which covers 280 acres and has a 
river frontage of nearly quarter of a mile. 


At the Beckton Tar Works. Left to right: Mr. R. Kelf-Cohen 
(Ministry of Fuel and Power), Mr. N. W. Blundell (Superintendent 
of the Products Works), and Mr. Hugh Gaitskell (Minister of Fuel and 

Power). 


The station, the world’s largest, carbonizes about 4,000 tons of 
coal a day, giving a daily gas output of about 90 million cu.ft. from coke 
ovens, horizontal retorts, and C.W.G. plant. This output is about 
40% of the Gas Light and Coke Company’s total make. 

The coal unloading plant here, one of the largest in Europe, is 
capable of handling 2,000 tons an hour from colliers alongside a 
two-berth pier. Seventy miles of full gauge railway lines cover the 
works, which employs some 3,100 men. 

The party then went on to the neighbouring Chemical Products 
Works, where the Minister was shown the tar distillation plant, the 
naphthalene press plant, power station, and the phenol plant. 

This products works handles quantities of by-products from the 
South Eastern Gas Corporation, the Commercial Gas Company, and 
the Ford Motor Company of Dagenham. Forty million gall. of crude 
tar, 9,000,000 gall. of crude benzole, 95,000,000 gall. of ammoniacal 
liquor, and 30,240,000 Ib. of spent oxide are treated annually in the 
Company’s products works. This particular works employs just 
over 1,000 people. 

The tour ended in the men’s canteen, where there was a special 
display of finished by-products, fine chemicals and other products 
made from them. It is understood that the Minister was extremely 
pleased with what he had seen on both works and chatted to a number 
of men’s representatives, and members of the Co-partnership and 
Works Committezs, t> wnom he said: “* You have a magnificent works 
here.” 


Nottingham Gas Charges are not to be increased, though the position 
will be reviewed from time to time, it was announced after the Decem- 
ber meeting of the Gas Committee. 


Darlington Gas Department has received an offer of additional 
coke oven gas supplies and Mr. F. Wilson, Engineer and Manager, 
has been asked to report further on the matter. 


At a Recent Sale at Wisbech 15 £3 stock certificates in the Wisbech 
Lighting Company were sold for £7 10s. each, five £10 preference 
shares £14 5s. each and 15 £10 preference shares £14 each. 


Gas Charges to many consumers served by the West Riding Group 
of Gas Companies—which supplies gas to 15 undertakings in the 
West Riding—will be increased by 0.1d. up to a halfpenny per therm, 
as from the next meter reading. To the average consumer using 75 
therms, gas bills should rise only about Is. 3d. a year, and then the 
average price will still be less than before the war. A further increase 
is likely because of the increase of coal prices in January. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE. GAS JOURNAL. (Weekly.) 


Subscription Rates: Home and Empire: 45/- per annum; Foreign: 52/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) A copy of the 
**Gas Journal”? Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 

Classified Advertisements : All Small Classified advertisements are charged at I/- per line (approx. 8 words)—minimum charge 5/-. A Box 
Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is charged towards cost of postage on replies. 


GAS SERVICE. (Monthly.) 
Annual Subscription rate : 6/- payable in advance. Classified ras charges as for ‘‘ Gas Journal.” 


GAS. 
The Record of the British Junior Gas Associations (Monthly). 
Annual Subscription: 12/- payable in advance. Classified advertisements not accepted. 


WALTER KING, LTD., Il, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4, 
Telephone : CENtral 2236-7. Telegrams : Gasking, Fleet, London, 


RUBBER — ASBESTOS — FIBRE LIMITED 


MANUFACTURERS of SHEET JOINTING MATERIALS ba, aka 























‘ PRODITE’ | for the ENGINEERING and ALLIED TRADES ‘PRODOID’ 
High Pressure | pith APPROVED BY THE GAS INDUSTRY | Oil & Benzole 
Jointing 318, Kilburn Lane, London, W.9 | Jointing 





Telephone: LAD 2601 Telzgrams: Parraf, Maida, London 






UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 
UNDERPRESSURE NORFOLK HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 


CONNECTIONS 
SPLIT COLLARS Service Enquiries: TEMPLE BAR 2943. London Storehouse : 
VALE ROYAL, KING’S CROSS, N.7. 


Everything for Gas and Waterworks Maintenance 






CENTRAL ACTION 
DRILL STANDS 


SERVICE CLEANSERS 
TOOLS, ETC. 

















SOCKET CLIPS 








CONVEYORS, 
ELEVATORS, 

BUNKERS, ROOFS, 
HOISTS, Etc. 





COAL AND COKE 
SCREENING & SIZING 
PLANTS. 





RETORT SETTINGS 
PRODUCERS, FURNACES 
REPAIRS. 


“THE DOUGLAS PUMP” | 


STEAM HEATED FOR TARS. 





GOOD SUCTION 
SLOW SPEED 





WILLIAM DOUGLAS & SONS LTD., 
PUTNEY - - LONDON, S.W.15. 
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.c«}| WAGON TIPPLERS 


, London, 
“ie of all types 
from the largest to the smallest 


2,000 


TONS PER HOUR 


One of the World’s Largest Tippler-Hoists 
erected at Durban for the South African Railways. 
Handling wagons up to 66 tons capacity 


TONS PER HOUR 


One man alone, using the “Right 
Angler,’’ can shunt and clear 
three |2-ton wagons per hour 


en 
SuSE 


ip” ) 


ARS. || PLANT FOR THE MOVEMENT OF MATERIAL IN BULK 
| DESIGNED, ERECTED and set to work in any part of the World 


} STRACHAN & HENSHAW LTD 


Steelhoist Works, Bristol 2. Tel: 77664. 
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This is an angle type Governor 
with horizontal inlet and bottom 
outlet. Can be supplied with 3’ 
or 1” inlet and the outlet fitted 
with union and nut suitable for 
connecting to the inlet of a 
meter with either 5-or 10-light 
connections. Can also be 
arranged for horizontal outlet. 


“The reputation of an Industrial product depends partly on 
its design, partly on its excellence of manufacture, but most of 
all upon the prescience of its makers in KNOWING HOW to 


ensure its maximum effectiveness in service in the years ahead”’ 
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JEAVONS’ GOVERNORS are designed and 
constructed upon the simplest and most 
efficient principles from long and intimate 
experience of Gas Governor requirements 


TIPTON . STAFFS 


(PROPS: E. E. JEAVONS & CO. LTD.) 


"PHONE: TIPTON 2161 "GRAMS: ‘PIPELINES, TIPTON”’ 
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DONKIN 
GAS SERVICE GOVERNORS 


2 e Suitable for Inlet Pressure up to 
22” w.g., but can be made for 
higher pressures if required. 
The Governor is set for 2:8’ 
Outlet Pressure, but can be 
weighted to give higher pres- 
sures if desired. Capacity—300 
cu. ft. per hr., with a pressure 
loss of less than }” w.g. 


This Diaphragm Governor has been developed to meet conditions 
which will be generally found in the new houses now being 


erected. It will 


prevent 


excessive consumption of gas _ by 


maintaining a uniform pressure under all conditions. 


BRYAN DONKIN COMPANY LTD. 


Gas Works Plant Engineers, CHESTERFIELD 
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MODERN DEVELOPMENTS 


IN THE 


GLOVER-WEST system 


CONTINUOUS CARBONIZATION 


VERTICAL RETORTS 
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WATER FLOW 
CONVEYOR 


























WEST’S GAS IMPROVEMENT CO., LTD. 
Miles Platting MANCHESTER 10 


TELEPHONE: COLtynurst 2961-2-3-4—-5 TELEGRAMS: STOKER, MANCHESTER 
TrLEPHONE: HOLBorn 4108-9 TELEGRAMS: WesGasco, EsTRAND 


Lonpon’ OrFicE: ConLumspiA Hovusrt, ALDWwycH, w.c. 2 
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The PARKINSON Group of Companies 


again extend to their many friends in the Gas 


Industry Greetings & Goodwill for the Festive 


Season and the Coming Year. 


HEAD OFFICE: TERMINAL HOUSE GROSVENOR GARDENS LONDON Ss.W.1 
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